The Greatest Commandment- Mark 12:30

This is a verse that we have grown to know and Love in our Christian lives. It's one that us as Christians can reffer back to whenver we have questions that don't always have a black and white answer. We can simply ask ourselves “am I loving the Lord my God with all of my heart, soul, mind and strength?” This verse is a priority checker. Think about all the decisions you make every day and ask yourself did they show that you were Loving the Lord?
What I want to look at is, what is specifically involved with loving the Lord with all of our Heart, Soul, Mind and Strength.
Heart-  kardia- greek definition is, “The soul or mind, as it is the fountain and seat of the thoughts, passions, desires, appetites, and our endeavors.”  Lets look at a verse that talks about where our hearts should be.
Luke 12:34- So it makes sense that we are Loving the Lord with all of our thoughts, passions, desires, and appetites, then our treasure is going to be with the Lord. To sum it all up, if you are Loving the Lord with all of your heart, you are giving the core of who you are to him. And if your heart is with the Lord, so will your treasure be.
Soul psuchē- greek word definition is, the breath of life, that in which there is life, a living being.
So just taking that definition we can go to Genesis 2:7 where it says,  This life that God breathed into us, he gave us, and it's with us throughout eternity, God says to love him with all of it.
Mind- Dianoia-is similar to heart, but the definitions that came out of this were “deep thought,” and “understanding.” So when Jesus says to Love the Lord with all your mind, that means that there is actually some understanding going on there. There are some deep thoughts going on.
1 Cor 3:2- Desire solid food and not Milk only.
Prov 3:13-19
Strength-  Ischus- is defined simply as “ability” or “might.” The verse says to Love him with all of your ability. Doesnt this mean that there is something that actually has to be done? We know some of the things that need to be done that we see in scriptures.
1. If you love me you'll keep my commandments.
2. We are commanded to teach, to pray, to worship, to take the Lords supper, give back to the Lord, to love our bretheren , to love our enemies....  and the list goes on and on.
So can it sometimes be physically demanding to Love with all of our strength? Was it physically demanding to get off of work and instead of taking a nap, come here tonight? It was for me. Is it physically demanding to focus on teaching someone and to put lessons and materials together? Ask Randy and Delores if it's physically demanding to be here to worship with us. They are a perfect example of what it means to Love the Lord with all of our “ability.” We all need to ask ourselves, are we able to do more?
So lets look at this verse again now that we know what these words mean. “And you shall love the Lord your God with your....
1. Heart- your thoughts, passions, desires
with all your...
2. Soul- the breath of life that God has given you
with all your...
3. Mind- your understanding
and with all your...
4. Strength- your ability, your might.
