Isaiah 1-27

Premise of the study:  God is Sovereign.  One cannot count on things or persons.  Obey Him absolutely.  His Will is always done.
Lessons:

· Chapter 1 
“Hear the Word of the LORD”

· Chapters 2-4 
“The mountain of the LORD’s house will be established.”  

2 Lessons

· Chapters 5-6 
“Holy, Holy, Holy is the LORD of Hosts”

· Chapters 7-10 
“To whom will you flee for help?”  God is superior to nations.

· The Coming Messiah in chapters 7-12

2 Lessons

· Chapters 13-14:23

“Behold, the day of the LORD comes”  God and Babel (Babylon).  God triumphs.

· Chapters 14:24-17 
“As I have thought, so it shall come to pass.”  God doesn’t predict. He explains the future.

· Chapters 18-23
“(God) called for weeping . . .but instead (they said), ‘Let us eat and drink.’”  Don’t trust your neighbors to save you.

· Chapters 24-27 
“Glorify God in the dawning light”    God’s majestic victory, His Zion, His reign.

2 Lessons

Isaiah
Chapter 1

“The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

This is the time of the divided kingdom, so “Judah” refers to the southern kingdom and its capital is Jerusalem.   Israel and Ephraim will be the names given to the northern kingdom.  Isaiah’s work will be mostly in the southern kingdom, although he will mention Israel in this prophecy.   Assyria will take away the northern kingdom Israel in 722 BC.  Only Judah will then remain, until it is taken away by the Babylonians.

However, as the Spirit lets Isaiah look far into the future to the Lord’s Kingdom, which includes the Lord’s Church in which you are, Isaiah will refer to it as Israel and Zion.

(Zion, 1 Kings 8:1, is physically the mountain of the city of David—Jerusalem—and by extension, it is all of Jerusalem, Judah, Israel and the Jews. “The Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob,” says Psalm 87:2, which means that God loved the physical city of Jerusalem more than any other place in the rest of the “also beloved” physical land of Israel.  Zion is physically also called Mt. Moriah, the mountain on which the temple was built and in which temple, God Himself dwelt.  Psalm 74:2.  Interestingly, in a spiritual way, Zion is God’s spiritual government, kingdom and people.  So, as is explained in the New Testament book of Hebrews, that we Christians, the people of God, have already come (past tense) to Mount Zion, to the place where God and His Kingdom are, the place that He loves above all others.  Hebrews 12:22.  Note that this is not a physical place, but a spiritual place, a heavenly Zion.  And, as Paul says, we are not Jews outwardly, but inwardly, with the circumcision of the heart.).
In this chapter, God indicates His great desire for peace with His people (for them to understand His rule can only be absolute).   What a difference it would make in our lives if we understood that He is wholly for us, that He truly loves us, and that He wants us to honestly admit our failings, seek His forgiveness and sincerely love Him in return.

Question:  What sin was going on during the reigns of the kings of Judah listed above (2 Kings 15:1-5, 2 Kings 15:32-38, 2 Kings 16:1-4, 2 Kings 18:1-8)?
2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth!  For the LORD has spoken:
Notice that the word “LORD” is in all caps.  Whenever you see “LORD” in your Old Testament text (KJV, NKJV, and most other English translations), it is the Honored and Holy name of God “YHWH” from which we transliterate the word as “Yahweh” or variously translate it most often as The “I AM,” “Jehovah,” “YAH” or The “LORD.” (Note that when the word “Lord” is not in all caps but the first letter is capitalized, in the Old Testament, it refers to God and is usually a translation of the word “Adonai,” a title of God emphasizing His high position of power and rank.)  In the Old Testament when “God” is used, it is usually a rendering of the general Hebrew word for God “Elohim.”  However, when translated into the word GOD in all caps, as in Lord GOD, then it will be a translation of “Adonai YHWH”  as in Isaiah 7:7 “The Lord GOD,” Who is the Lord Yahweh.   The Hebrew term “YHWH Sabaoth” is usually rendered as “Lord of Hosts” and the Hebrew “YHWH Shaddai” is most often rendered “God Almighty.”  These are a few of the many names and titles of God, each of which emphasizes certain aspects of His Person, Titles and Attributes.  While this can cause some confusion in English, it is clearer in Hebrew, I understand, and is done only to glorify the majestic Name of God.  
Question:  Considering the One Who speaks, is there value in my hearing Him?                How much value?          

Or, conversely, am I exempt from hearing His speaking?
2b“I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against Me;
3 The ox knows its owner and the donkey its master’s crib; but Israel does not know.  My people do not consider.”

4 Alas, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a brood of evildoers, children who are corrupters!
They have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked to anger The Holy One of Israel.  They have turned away backward.

Instead of being as verse 4 indicates, they could have been so much more -- Deuteronomy 4:6.
5 Why should you be stricken again? You will revolt more and more. The whole head is sick, and the whole heart faints.
6 From the sole of the foot even to the head, there is no soundness in it, but wounds and bruises and putrefying sores.  They have not been closed or bound up, or soothed with ointment.

Isaiah uses metaphors to express their condition.

7 Your country is desolate, Your cities are burned with fire;
Strangers devour your land in your presence; And it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers.
Isaiah also uses plain statements about their condition.

8 So the daughter of Zion is left as a booth in a vineyard, as a hut in a garden of cucumbers,
as a besieged city.
“Daughter of Zion” is a phrase meaning God’s people.  They are no longer God’s proud strong warriors.  They are here the desolate daughter.

9 Unless the LORD of hosts had left to us a very small remnant, we would have become like Sodom, we would have been made like Gomorrah.

Question:  In verses 2-6 list the verbs that describe what Judah has done or not done toward God.
Question:  In verses 2-6, list some phrases used to express God’s view of Judah and Israel.

Question:  Read Genesis 19:1-25 for the account of God’s destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.   By comparing Israel to Sodom, what effect will that have on Israel?

Question:  What are the consequences of sin in the lives of God’s people today? (Galatians 6:7,8 and Colossians 3:25)
10 Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom; give ear to the law of our God, you people of Gomorrah:
11 “To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices to Me?” says the LORD.  “I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed cattle.  I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs or goats.

12 “When you come to appear before Me, who has required this from your hand, to trample My courts?
13 Bring no more futile sacrifices; incense is an abomination to Me.  The New Moons, the Sabbaths, and the calling of assemblies— I cannot endure iniquity and the sacred meeting.
14 Your New Moons and your appointed feasts My soul hates; they are a trouble to Me, I am weary of bearing them.
15 When you spread out your hands, I will hide My eyes from you; even though you make many prayers,
I will not hear.  Your hands are full of blood.

16 “Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; put away the evil of your doings from before My eyes.
Cease to do evil. 

17 Learn to do good; seek justice; rebuke the oppressor; defend the fatherless; plead for the widow.

Question:  From verses 10-17, list specific ways that God feels about Israel’s religious practices.
Question:  From verses 10-17, what specific things does God tell Israel to do to worship Him properly?

Question:  For Christians today, God holds me responsible for my sins.  According to Ephesians 4:17-24, what are we to do about our sinful behavior?

18 “Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the LORD, “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool.
God expects us to be rational and thinking or as He says, “let us reason together.”    In Romans 12:2, your service to God is called a “reasonable service.”   It is through thinking that we serve Him: so, I am constantly thinking about what He says to me in His Word, the Bible.  I deduce what God wants.  If my deductions come from His Word, then I will be on firm ground.   (The church is what supports God’s Truth, 1 Timothy 3:15, and Christians are persons who search the Scriptures to deduce what God wants them to do and be, Acts 17:11.)  The danger is when I start pushing personal evaluations and opinions above God’s Word.  That is when reason goes out the window and I replace it with empty human imaginings.  

19 If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land;
20 But if you refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured by the sword,” for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

Question:  What is God’s remedy as listed in verse 18?

Question:  What is God’s obvious desire?

Question:  What words describe disobedience to God in verse 20?      What is the consequence of such actions? 

Question:  What is the importance of the Spirit’s ending verse 20 with the phrase “for the mouth of the LORD has spoken”?

21 How the faithful city has become a harlot!  It was full of justice; righteousness lodged in it, but now murderers.
22 Your silver has become dross, your wine mixed with water.
23 Your princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves.  Everyone loves bribes, and follows after rewards.
They do not defend the fatherless, nor does the cause of the widow come before them.

24 Therefore the Lord says, The LORD of hosts, The Mighty One of Israel, “Ah, I will rid Myself of My adversaries, and take vengeance on My enemies.
25 I will turn My hand against you, and thoroughly purge away your dross, and take away all your alloy.
26 I will restore your judges as at the first, and your counselors as at the beginning.  Afterward, you shall be called the City of Righteousness, the Faithful City.”

27 Zion shall be redeemed with justice, and her penitents with righteousness.
28 The destruction of transgressors and of sinners shall be together, and those who forsake the LORD shall be consumed.
29 For they shall be ashamed of the terebinth trees which you have desired; and you shall be embarrassed because of the gardens which you have chosen.
30 For you shall be as a terebinth whose leaf fades, and as a garden that has no water.
31 The strong shall be as tinder, and the work of it as a spark.  Both will burn together, and no one shall quench them.
God promises to purge the sinful persons from among them.  He will purge their sins, too.    Only justice and righteousness will remain.
The terebinth trees of verse 29 are trees.  The gardens are gardens.  At the same time, these trees that they have desired are described in 2 Kings 17:10 as places of idol worship.  These gardens are places of idol sacrifice, too, in Isaiah 65:3.  Instead of selfishly lusting under the trees, as in Isaiah 57:5, they should have been gratefully worshipping at Jehovah’s temple.  Note the denouncement of idolatry at oaks and gardens in Hosea 4:11-14
Question:  What are the conditions in Jerusalem as indicated in verses 21-31?

Question:  According to verses 24 and 25, what is the purpose of God’s discipline?  What are the similarities between verses 24, 25 and Hebrews 12:5-11?  

Question:  According to verses 26 and 27, does God really want change?     How would you characterize the change He seeks?

Thoughts to Ponder from Chapter 1
A.  According to verses 19 and 20 there are two choices listed.  Is there another choice available?  In other words, how about if we reason with God and come to an agreeable compromise that we can both live with (for example, perhaps we compromise about how much sin I can get away with and still get into heaven)?   Please explain how that would or would not work.    Since all persons sin, then isn’t the outcome stacked against us and is there no way to enter heaven?

B. If I am counting right, then Isaiah prophecies during an approximate 60-year period from year of Uzziah’s death, 740 BC, through Hezekiah, who dies in 685 BC.  This long prophesy, begins with “Hear, heaven and earth” in verse 2, in the same way that Moses began his farewell, calling heaven and earth, the witnesses of His majesty in creation, to now be witnesses of the Jews, also God’s creation.  Isaiah uses this verbal mechanism, to remind the Jews they are God’s created children, though rebellious, and dumb as a donkey, which animal at least returns to his master’s manger when hungry.   Are we hungry for God or rather satisfied with our lives right now?   Do heaven and earth obey God’s commands (galaxies turning, earth revolving around the sun, seasons arriving at the right times, tides coming in and out, etc)?   Will heaven and earth witness for or against our lives of obedience?   Read Deuteronomy 30:19-20, and see how Moses presents the witnesses and lays down two alternatives, but commands one only.
C. God is described by the title “The Holy One of Israel” 17 times in Isaiah, by my count (so there are probably even more times that I am not seeing).  This term means that He is apart, other, separated and pure.  God’s people are likewise to be holy (Leviticus 11:44-45 and 1 Peter 1:16).  Remember that even though Uzziah, during Isaiah’s lifetime, had been a “good” king during a prosperous time, the injustices among his people also flourished in his reign.  So, beneath the apparent conformity to God’s Law, the people rebelled by their indifference to God.  Their basic problem—that they “have forsaken the LORD” verse 4—was done overtly by some idolaters but done subtly by others, in that they professed they loved Him, but did not follow through with good works.  How can we truly “shine as lights” today as Philippians 2:15 says?  In other words, if God evaluates my heart (1 Samuel 16:7) and if Christians can evaluate my life based on my behavior toward other people (James 1:14-27), then what goodness would He/they see in me?
D.  Isaiah asks his generation to make a choice.  They can continue to be what God vividly portrays as a prostitute in verse 21, describing their spiritual unfaithfulness, or, they can turn to God with regret over their mistakes, embarrassments, sins.  Ironically, as long as they consider themselves ok, they cannot be helped.  It is when they admit to their sins with sincere regret and shame, that then God can help them become whole.  Is it true that God does not need us when we are “good enough”?   Is it true that saints like us are “good enough” people for God?  Does God accept a contrite heart?  And will He truly forgive the vilest ones, as in 1 Timothy 1:15,16?
Isaiah

In chapters 2-4, Isaiah provides a picture of God’s far-reaching plans to create His pure Kingdom, which will be superior to all other kingdoms, allowing godly persons from all nations into it.  At that time, the One called The Branch will be glorious in this magnificent Kingdom. 
By contrast in chapters 2-4, Isaiah will rage against disobedience, pride and selfish ambition, which he indicates is destructive because it nourishes an unreasonable sense of superiority about one’s abilities, talents, beauty, wealth and rank.  The proud will never enter this new Kingdom, which incidentally will include those in the Lord’s Church.
Chapter 2
The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2 Now it shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow to it.
The term "mountain" is sometimes a symbol of a kingdom, nation, authority or government elsewhere in the prophetic writings (e.g., Daniel 2:35, 44-45; Amos 4:1; Revelation 17:9-11).  But, if the Spirit is using “mountain” as a figure of speech, then He is saying that God’s House and Kingdom will one day be exalted higher than anything else.   Either way connotes preeminence of God’s House over everything.
Isaiah looks to “the latter days” in verse 2.   Approximately one hundred and fifty years later, Daniel will see “the latter days” as occurring when God establishes His Messiah and Kingdom, which includes His Church.  To explain further, Peter preached that he was living in the latter days in Acts 2:16,17 and the writer of Hebrews also said he was alive in the last days (Hebrews 1:2).   Paul thought he was in the last days (1 Timothy 4:1, and 2 Timothy 3:1) so warned Timothy to watch out.  Likewise, John wrote that it was already the last time (1 John 2:18).

3 Many people shall come and say, “Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob.  He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.”  For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
4 He shall judge between the nations, and rebuke many people.  They shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks.  Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.
Micah 4:1-3 is the second time the Holy Spirit says this same information.  
5 O house of Jacob, come and let us walk in the light of the LORD.
This is the admonition of Paul in Ephesians 5: 8-20.
Question:  According to verse 2, will the mountain of God’s House be preeminent above all other mountains and hills? 

Question:  In verse 2, how many nations will flow into God’s House?

Question:  In verse 3, what future role does God have for those in God’s House?

Question:  What is God’s House according to 1 Timothy 3:15?

Question:  Describe what appeals to you most regarding God’s House as described.

Question:  In verse 5, and using any New Testament passages you prefer, please explain how one walks in the light?

6 For You have forsaken Your people, the house of Jacob, because they are filled with eastern ways.  They are soothsayers like the Philistines, and they are pleased with the children of foreigners.
Leviticus 19:26

7 Their land is also full of silver and gold, and there is no end to their treasures.  Their land is also full of horses,
and there is no end to their chariots.
These are status symbols forbidden to them in Deuteronomy 17:16-17.  An idol need not be just a statue of a pagan god.  It can also be a thing or person that is greatly loved, admired, revered.  Here their idols are their wealth and power.  See Colossians 3:5
8 Their land is also full of idols; they worship the work of their own hands, that which their own fingers have made.
Idols must be made by our hands.  Only the God of Heaven is life giving and life sustaining.  All else is life dumbed down, as best we can make it.

9 People bow down, and each man humbles himself.  Therefore do not forgive them.
They bow down to each other and not to God.  Unforgiveable.
10 Enter into the rock, and hide in the dust, from the terror of the LORD and the glory of His majesty.
11 The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down,
and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day.
12 For the day of the LORD of hosts shall come upon everything proud and lofty, upon everything lifted up—
and it shall be brought low—
13 Upon all the cedars of Lebanon that are high and lifted up, and upon all the oaks of Bashan;
14 Upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills that are lifted up;
15 Upon every high tower, and upon every fortified wall;
16 Upon all the ships of Tarshish,  and upon all the beautiful sloops.
17 The loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be brought low.  The LORD alone will be exalted in that day,
18 But the idols He shall utterly abolish.
19 They shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, from the terror of the LORD and the glory of His majesty, when He arises to shake the earth mightily.
20 In that day a man will cast away his idols of silver and his idols of gold, which they made, each for himself to worship to the moles and bats,
21 To go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the crags of the rugged rocks, from the terror of the LORD and the glory of His majesty, when He arises to shake the earth mightily.
22 Sever yourselves from such a man, whose breath is in his nostrils, for of what account is he?
Question:  In verses 6-22, what did you learn about :

Idols -

The people who worship idols -

The results of worshipping idols -

Question:  How do people practice idolatry today?   Is it by bowing down to a carved pagan image?
Question:  Why is God opposed to idolatry in Deuteronomy 7:1-6?

Question:  What is the meaning of “sever yourselves from such a man” in verse 22?  Must Christians do this today?

Question:  What does the phrase “the terror of the LORD . . . and the splendor of His majesty . . .” (used three times in verses 6-22) connote?          Any thoughts why this phrase is used repeatedly in this chapter about idolatry?

Isaiah

Chapter 3
For behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, takes away from Jerusalem and from Judah the stock and the store,
the whole supply of bread and the whole supply of water;
2 The mighty man and the man of war, the judge and the prophet, and the diviner and the elder;
3 The captain of fifty and the honorable man, the counselor and the skillful artisan, and the expert enchanter.
4 “I will give children to be their princes, and babes shall rule over them.
Manasseh is only 12 years old when he comes to the throne.  2 Kings 21:1, 2 Chronicles 33:1
5 The people will be oppressed, everyone by another and everyone by his neighbor.  The child will be insolent toward the elder, and the base toward the honorable.”
6 When a man takes hold of his brother in the house of his father, saying, “You have clothing; You be our ruler,
And let these ruins be under your power,”
Lack of leadership and holding public office are a joke, so to speak.  To be selected as leader or public official, it comes down to whether a person is dressed like a ruler.  The question on everyone’s mind is “who has the clothes of a ruler.”  There is nothing to rule but ruins.

7 In that day he will protest, saying, “I cannot cure your ills, for in my house is neither food nor clothing.  Do not make me a ruler of the people.”
8 For Jerusalem stumbled, and Judah is fallen, because their tongue and their doings are against the LORD,
to provoke the eyes of His glory.
9 The look on their countenance witnesses against them, and they declare their sin as Sodom.  They do not hide it.  Woe to their soul!   For they have brought evil upon themselves.
10 “Say to the righteous that it shall be well with them, for they shall eat the fruit of their doings.
Since the righteous will be ok and eat the fruit of their doings, then we should put forth our best efforts for good, for service, to help others.  This brings happiness.  Psalm 128:1, 2, Romans 12:11, 1 Corinthians 15:58
11 Woe to the wicked! It shall be ill with him, for the reward of his hands shall be given him.
12 As for My people, children are their oppressors, and women rule over them.   O My people! Those who lead you cause you to err, and destroy the way of your paths.”
13 The LORD stands up to plead, and stands to judge the people.
This is a courtroom scene where God is Judge, but also the Prosecution.  Who can stand before His court to be judged and win?
14 The LORD will enter into judgment with the elders of His people and His princes: “For you have eaten up the vineyard; the plunder of the poor is in your houses.
The leaders have misused the poor and eaten up what should have been given to the poor (Zechariah 11:4-6)
15 What do you mean by crushing My people and grinding the faces of the poor?” says the Lord GOD of hosts.
Crushing as grapes are crushed to create juice.  Grinding like wheat.  The poor are no more than a food product to be crushed and ground then what remains is thrown out.
Question:  In verses 1-3, what will God do with the present leaders?
Question:  In verse 4, what solution will be made regarding the need for leaders in Jerusalem and Judah?

Question:  In verses 5-7, what is the result of verse 4 on Jewish society?

Question:  Will things be ok for the righteous in this difficult time according to verse 10?

Question:  By contrast, will things be ok for the wicked leaders of Judah, verses 1-4, 13, 14, and what specifically does God plan to do?

16 Moreover the LORD says: “Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk with outstretched necks
and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, making a jingling with their feet,
“Daughters of Zion” can be a word picture for the Jewish people or the city of Jerusalem whose foolish pride gets the best of them/her (note that verses 25 and 26 refer to her young men and her gates).  Or, “daughters of Zion” could mean the literal women of Judah, who are similar in sin and attitude.  In either case, the focus is on their haughtiness and how God will lower their station in life quickly.

17 Therefore the Lord will strike with a scab the crown of the head of the daughters of Zion, and the LORD will uncover their secret parts.”
18 In that day the Lord will take away the finery: the jingling anklets, the scarves, and the crescents;
19 The pendants, the bracelets, and the veils;
20 The headdresses, the leg ornaments, and the headbands; the perfume boxes, the charms,
21 and the rings; the nose jewels,
22 the festal apparel, and the mantles; the outer garments, the purses,
23 and the mirrors; the fine linen, the turbans, and the robes.
24 And so it shall be: instead of a sweet smell there will be a stench; instead of a sash, a rope;
instead of well-set hair, baldness; instead of a rich robe, a girding of sackcloth; and branding instead of beauty.
25 Your men shall fall by the sword, and your mighty in the war.
26 Her gates shall lament and mourn, and she being desolate shall sit on the ground.
Question:  Describe the beauty and style of the daughters of Zion.  Are they to be emulated? 
Question:  List the sins of the daughters of Zion according to verse 15.

Question:  What will God do as a consequence of their actions and attitudes?  
Question:  Do you believe that God’s justice toward them is fitting?   If so, how?

Question:  Describe a woman who is pleasing to God in her family, at work, with her friends.  Proverbs 31:10-31; 1 Peter 3:1-6.   What are her qualities that please God?   
Isaiah
Chapter 4
And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, “We will eat our own food and wear our own apparel; only let us be called by your name, to take away our reproach.”
This verse relates to the prior section, 3:16-26, and is a continuation of that thought, that the daughters of Zion are ashamed.
 2 In that day the Branch of the LORD shall be beautiful and glorious; and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and appealing for those of Israel who have escaped.
There is even more written about the Branch in the book of Isaiah.  Stay tuned.  
3 And it shall come to pass that he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy—everyone who is recorded among the living in Jerusalem. 

4 When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and purged the blood of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and by the spirit of burning,

5 then the LORD will create above every dwelling place of Mount Zion, and above her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day and the shining of a flaming fire by night. For over all the glory there will be a covering. 

6 And there will be a tabernacle for shade in the daytime from the heat, for a place of refuge, and for a shelter from storm and rain.
Question:  Explain Who is the Branch of the LORD by using phrases about Him in verses 2-6 above as well as Jeremiah 23:5-6 and Zechariah 6:12.
Question:  According to verses 3 and 4, what will God do for the person left in Zion?

Question:  In verse 5, the pillar of fire and the pillar of cloud are a reference to what in Exodus 14?
Thoughts to Ponder in Chapters 2 through 4
A. Not of the World – God rebukes their associating with pagans in 2:6.  But Jesus “ate with sinners” and sends the apostles into the world “as You (the Father –jb) sent Me into the world, so I have sent them into the world” John 17:18.  Still, Paul warned the Corinthians against being too involved with unbelievers in 2 Corinthians 6:14-17.  The challenge is to influence the world for Christ and yet be “not of the world.” John 17:14-16.

B. Self Confidence – Taking pride in your power, wisdom or wealth displeases God because He knows that our self-esteem and self-confidence are rooted in Him as our Creator.  God gives life, breath and abilities -- not idols.   “Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.’  You shall remember the LORD your God, if it is He Who gives you power to get wealth.”  Deuteronomy 8:17-18 
Isaiah
In chapters 5 and 6, God’s people desert Him, which grieves God.   Notwithstanding His heartache, He will correct them, using appropriate consequences for the sins they have done.  Because they demand that He as God should fix things immediately, yet are themselves content to wallow in their filthy sins and to keep hurting other people, His anger is aroused.  Still, He seeks a spokesman to try to spare the people from impending judgment.  He chooses Isaiah, who responds, “Here am I.  Send me.”    

Chapter 5
Now let me sing to my Well-beloved a song of my Beloved regarding His vineyard:

My Well-beloved has a vineyard on a very fruitful hill.
2 He dug it up and cleared out its stones, and planted it with the choicest vine.  He built a tower in its midst, and also made a winepress in it; so He expected it to bring forth good grapes, but it brought forth wild grapes.

This analogy begins as a pleasant song that Isaiah sings.  It sinks into woes, then by the end of the chapter rages.  The sweet start would catch one’s attention.

3 “And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge, please, between Me and My vineyard.
4 What more could have been done to My vineyard that I have not done in it?  Why then, when I expected it to bring forth good grapes, did it bring forth wild grapes?
5 And now, please let Me tell you what I will do to My vineyard:  I will take away its hedge, and it shall be burned; and break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.
6 I will lay it waste; it shall not be pruned or dug, but there shall come up briers and thorns.  I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain on it.”

Notice the “I will” statements that God makes in 5 and 6.  His will cannot be thwarted.  Things will happen exactly as God wants.  He is sovereign.

7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are His pleasant plant.
He looked for justice, but behold, oppression; for righteousness, but behold, a cry for help.
Question:  In this story, who does the vineyard represent in verse 7?
Question:  Who does the vine represent in verse 7?

Question:  What has God done to protect, beautify and encourage the productivity of this vineyard?  Can you think of anything more that God could have done, but did not?

Question:  According to verse 2 and verse 7, what fruit did God expect to see or harvest and what reason does God give for choosing to tear down the vineyard (in other words, what did He look for and what did He actually find)?
Question:  If Satan were to ask you today, “are we sure that God will tear down His earth after all the work He has put into it,”  then how would you respond?
8 Woe to those who join house to house; they add field to field, till there is no place where they may dwell alone in the midst of the land!
Woe is great sorrow or distress.  It is a sentence or verdict.  It is a Divine judgment.
9 In my hearing the LORD of hosts said, “Truly, many houses shall be desolate, great and beautiful ones, without inhabitant.
10 For ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath, and a homer of seed shall yield one ephah.”

A bath is about 8 gallons of grape juice.  One ephah is about a bushel (or 8 gallons) of seed.  So, the yield is almost nothing.  
11 Woe to those who rise early in the morning, that they may follow intoxicating drink; who continue until night, till wine inflames them!
These self-indulgent party-goers have plenty of time to drink and drink and drink alcohol.
12 The harp and the strings, the tambourine and flute, and wine are in their feasts; but, they do not regard the work of the LORD, nor consider the operation of His hands.
The band is playing, the feasting continues, and no one considers the LORD’s work?!

13 Therefore my people have gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge.  Their honorable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst.
14 Therefore Sheol has enlarged itself and opened its mouth beyond measure.  Their glory and their multitude and their pomp, and he who is jubilant, shall descend into it.
15 People shall be brought down.  Each man shall be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be humbled.
16 But the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God who is holy shall be hallowed in righteousness.
17 Then the lambs shall feed in their pasture, and in the waste places of the fat ones, strangers shall eat.
18 Woe to those who draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as if with a cart rope;
To “draw” is to pull it close, so to pull it toward you in your vanity.  Sin is a horrific, dangerous, ravenous monster.  It will not be tamed by your little strings.  You are not controlling it, but vice versa.
19 That say, “Let Him make speed and hasten His work, that we may see it; and, let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw near and come, that we may know it.”

The wicked should never dare God to “hurry up and come down in judgment.”  This is because it will happen.  It will be ugly.  There will be blood.  The wicked will not get out alive.  
20 Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!
21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!
22 Woe to men mighty at drinking wine, woe to men valiant for mixing intoxicating drink,
They valued what they considered real men, who, in fact, were childish dullards.

23 Who justify the wicked for a bribe, and take away justice from the righteous man!
Question:  How many times does the word “woe” appear in verses 8-23?

Question:  Since “woe” describes the effects of sins in a person’s life, do you see a way out for a person who is getting such “woe”?

Question:  Consider what sin is being described in verse 8.  What is God’s judgment on this sin?  How does the judgment fit the sin involved?

Question:  What is the sin in verses 11 and 12?  How do the consequences uniquely fit this sin in verses 13-17?

Question:  Describe the behavior of people in verses 18-19.  How do Romans 1:32 and 2 Peter 3:3-6 explain this behavior as a sin.

Question:  Describe the sin of verse 20.  What are the logical consequences of this sin (John 8:44)?
Question:  Describe the sin of verse 21 which is the sin of the wise and prudent persons.      

Question:  Describe the mighty and valiant men’s sin in verse 22, and their further sin in verse 23.

24 Therefore, as the fire devours the stubble, and the flame consumes the chaff, so their root will be as rottenness, and their blossom will ascend like dust; because they have rejected the law of the LORD of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.
Here is the root of all their sins – they reject the Word of God.  The word “despise” means to feel a deep contempt or a deep repugnance for.  It means to detest, hate, loathe and abhor.
25 Therefore the anger of the LORD is aroused against His people.  He has stretched out His hand against them and stricken them, and the hills trembled.  Their carcasses were as refuse in the midst of the streets.
For all this His anger is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out still.
This verse explains what has happened so far.  Starting in the next verse, the Spirit explains what will happen soon.  Notice the shift in verb tense.
26 He will lift up a banner to the nations from afar, and will whistle to them from the end of the earth;
Surely they shall come with speed, swiftly.
Whether these are the Egyptians, the Assyrians or the Babylonians or all of them (all of whom will be called by God to harm – chapter 7), they will arrive quickly like the dogs who have been whistled by their Master.  They arrive fearless, powerful and with one aim—to terrify, maim, then kill– obeying exactly what the Master bids.

27 No one will be weary or stumble among them, no one will slumber or sleep; nor will the belt on their loins be loosed, nor the strap of their sandals be broken;
28 Whose arrows are sharp, and all their bows bent.  Their horses’ hooves will seem like flint, and their wheels like a whirlwind.
29 Their roaring will be like a lion.  They will roar like young lions; yes, they will roar and lay hold of the prey;
They will carry it away safely, and no one will deliver.
30 In that day they will roar against them like the roaring of the sea.  And if one looks to the land, behold, darkness and sorrow; and the light is darkened by the clouds.
Question:  According to verse 24, what sin underlies all those mentioned in verses 8-23?   The Devil would say to you, “What is so wrong with this sin – can we not love God alone, without loving His Word, too?”  How would you respond to The Adversary?
Question:   Verse 25 describes God’s anger.   When you read Nahum 1:2-8 and 1 Thessalonians 1:10, what insights do you get into God’s wrath?

Question:   God explains what he will do to show His anger in the future.  Describe as clearly as you can what He will do – verses 26-30.

Isaiah
Chapter 6

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple.

King Uzziah had been a righteous king of Judah. Nevertheless, during the last part of his reign he suffered from leprosy, a judgment from the Lord for his disobedience and pride (2 Kings 15:5; 2 Chronicles 26:16-23). In this respect, his life foreshadowed the history of the nation he ruled (they too are proud and disobey, so would suffer).   King Uzziah died about 740 B.C., after reigning for 52 years (2 Kings 15:2; 2 Chronicles 26:3). When Uzziah died, the foreign nation of Assyria was growing in power and ambition to the east, so the threat of foreign invasion was real.  God people needed a strong king. As things turned out, they did not get any and Judah receded to a lower level from which she did not rise. At such a time, Isaiah received a vision of Israel's true King, Yahweh, Who was more than adequate to provide for His people. This unusual vision commissioned the prophet to act and speak for God (cf. Genesis 32:30; Exodus 19:21; 20:19; 33:20; Deuteronomy 18:16; Judges 13:22). Even though God is invisible because He is Spirit (Isaiah 31:3; John 1:18; 4:24), He has manifested Himself at various times so people can appreciate certain aspects of His Person.  In this vision, His Holiness is displayed.  
 2 Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 

Fiery beings attended the Lord. "Seraphim," a transliteration of the Hebrew word, probably means "burning ones." (cf. Num. 21:6 where the same word is translated as “fiery serpents”).
3 And one cried to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory!”
With joy, they call to each other.  Yahweh's holiness is superlative, the greatest possible, and perfectly complete. This threefold repetition of God’s holiness is also found in Revelation 4:8.  God is not “like us, but bigger and nicer.”  He is absolutely other than we are.  God as perfectly upright, correct, and true. His glory is not restricted to the throne room or to heaven:  it fills the whole earth in that the creation reveals His immense and wonderful attributes.  His omnipotence, omniscience, omnipresence. Psalm 19:1-3. 
4 And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the house was filled with smoke.

The praise of the powerful seraphim shakes the very walls.  Isaiah also saw smoke throughout the space, suggestive of either God's power to consume (see Isaiah 33:14; Exodus 19:18; Deuteronomy 4:24; Hebrews 10:26-31; 12:29; Revelation 9:2), or of the many prayers that come before God (Revelation 8:4). 
5 So I said: “Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, The LORD of hosts.”

Here are the first words of Isaiah, that he through the Spirit recorded for us.  He says “Woe is me.”  When imperfect man can see Perfect God for Who He Is, coming into The Presence of perfection, then that man can evaluate himself clearly (see Job 42:5-6).

What he sees is a vision, since Exodus 33:20 makes clear that God is more wonderful than our physical selves can withstand.  Still, other righteous men have had similar reactions, like Daniel (Daniel 10:7-8) and John (Revelation 1:17).  Peter has a similar reaction (Luke 5:8) to The Christ.  

God is far greater than anything we can perceive or mentally comprehend.   He knows us inside and out (Psalm 139:1-7) so that even our secret parts are plain to Him – and yet He would still interact with us.  Amazing.

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal, which he had taken with the tongs from the altar. 
7 And he touched my mouth with it, and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your iniquity is taken away, and your sin purged.”
8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?”  Then I said, “Here am I.  Send me.”
God then asked for a volunteer to serve Him, evidently among any present in the throne room (1 Kings 22:19-20). "Us" is a plural pronoun.
9 And He said, “Go, and tell this people: ‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’

God sent Isaiah back to the people among whom he lived. He was to tell them to listen and to look at the revelations he brought from God, but they would not fully understand what the prophet meant (see Deuteronomy 29:2-4).  Does God really want to prevent people from understanding, repenting, and being healed? This verse and the next are strongly ironic. We could paraphrase Isaiah's message to the Israelites as follow: "Go ahead; be as stubborn as you want.  That does not change the Truth of God’s Message to you."
10 “Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and return and be healed.”

How people often harden their hearts against His Truth, and His true messengers (see Matthew 13:14-15; Mark 4:10-12; Luke 8:10; John 12:39-41; Acts 28:26-27; Romans 11:8).  

John quoted this verse (and Isaiah 53:1) in reference to the Jews' inability in Jesus' day to believe on Him (John 12:40). John then added, "These things Isaiah said, because he saw His glory, and he spoke of Him" (John 12:41).  Did Isaiah see Jesus as God in this vision?
11 Then I said, “Lord, how long?”  And He answered: “Until the cities are laid waste and without inhabitant,
The houses are without a man, the land is utterly desolate,
12 The LORD has removed men far away, and the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land.
The Lord did not give him a certain number of years but implied that he should continue preaching until the full extent of God's judgment on the people because of their prolonged disobedience and unresponsiveness had come. The penalty for resisting—that the Lord set forth in the Law of Moses—culminated in military defeat and exile from the Promised Land (Leviticus 18:25-27; Deuteronomy 28:21, 63; 29:28).

13 But yet a tenth will be in it, and will return and be for consuming, as a terebinth tree or as an oak, whose stump remains when it is cut down.    So the holy seed shall be its stump.”

Ten percent will remain in the land.  Nebuchadnezzar took the majority captive to Babylon (2 Kings 24:14).  When the nation was thoroughly cut down and burned, there would be a tiny spiritual life within it that would eventually sprout. This happened when a small number of godly exiles under the leadership of Zerubbabel, Nehemiah, and Ezra returned to the land and reestablished the nation.  Antiochus IV of Syria almost consumed even this remnant during the time between the testaments, when the nation was again subject to God’s judgment.  They were the holy nation, now cut down as a stump, but Messiah would be the ultimate holy seed (Hebrew word is a collective singular; see 4:2 and 11:1) who would arise out of the chastened nation to bless the whole world.
Question:  Describe what Isaiah “sees” in verses 1-4.
Question:  What is Isaiah’s immediate response in seeing God, verse 5?

Question:  Compare Isaiah’s reaction in verse 5 to 1 John 1:7-9.  Are you worthy of being Christ’s servant?  Are you happy and privileged to be Christ’s servant?
Thoughts to Ponder in chapters 5 and 6.

A. “Here am I.” – As Samuel who is listening and waiting God’s bidding (1 Samuel 3:4, 10), so I will do what Christ says because I love Him (John 14:15) and obey Him.  We relate to Him as one of his servants (John 12:26), who is ready to do what is asked of us as our privilege and duty (Luke 17:10).  To that point, when does the desire to serve as a bishop (1 Timothy 3:1) begin?  One could argue that it is when one is a youth (Eccl. 12:1).  In the same manner, when does the woman understand that she should love her husband (Titus 2)?  It is when she is young.  Let’s be open to God’s leading, ready to respond, willing to serve (Psalm 110:4), quick to obey.
B.  A Hard Life Ahead – What will make Isaiah’s job difficult and discouraging is that the people have become as incapable as the deaf and blind idols they worship.  They are deaf and blind to the Truth.  They are so far from God that He calls them “this people” not “My people” in 6:9.  This means that Isaiah should not expect a big turnaround and mass repentance as occurred on Mt Carmel in Elijah’s day; rather, there will be a poor outcome because of their sick hearts (5:12b, 18, 24b).  
Isaiah
In chapters 7 through 10, God is supreme and superior to the nations.  As Daniel will write in another century and a half, “Heaven rules in the kingdoms of men.”   The story in 7-10 is that King Ahaz of Judah rejects God’s warning to repent and trust Him, so as a consequence God will bring into Judah “the king of Assyria and all his glory” likening him to the waters of the Euphrates River (8:7) overflowing its banks and sweeping through Judah, submerging it to the neck.  Significantly, Judah is not called Ahaz’s land, but “Your land, O Immanuel” (8:8).   In contrast to rejected Ahaz, Isaiah declares his absolute trust in Jehovah, letting God know once again “Here I am.” (8:18).  In chapter 9 through 10:4, God provides a horrible poem about the Assyrian destruction of Israel, the Jews kingdom north of Judah.  God is in control in 10:5-34, using Assyria like a rod in His hand to express His wrath against the people who ignore, disobey and anger Him.  While the Assyrian king boasts of his accomplishments, God in reality has him on a tight leash, so that he will not conquer Jerusalem and must return home.  (Interwoven into the text are the next prophetic promises of The Coming Messiah and the prophecies of His amazing work [remember that the first was in 4:2].  We will not review these in the historic context, but will take these one at a time at the conclusion of our discussion of chapters 7-10.)
It is expedient for you to know about the following four capitals of the nations mentioned in the next 4 chapters.  That way, when the Spirit indicates a certain city in the text, then you will know its country/king or vice versa.  This helps you remember what belongs with what:

· Samaria is the capital of the Jews kingdom of Israel—also called the northern kingdom to distinguish it from Judah, also called the kingdom of Ephraim and Manasseh, kingdom of Ephraim, Jacob, House of Joseph.  It is ruled by King Pekah, the son of Remaliah.  

· Damascus, the capital of Aram (also called Syria, a non-Jewish state north of Israel) is ruled by King Rezin.  

· Nineveh is the capital of the Assyrian empire, and is ruled by King Tiglath-Pileser III (also called Pul).  Assyria is located between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers (in site of present day Iraq, which is far to the east of Israel), and it is expanding through military victory to become a world empire.  “The River” in the text is the Euphrates River.
· Jerusalem is the capital of Judah, the southern kingdom of the Jews, located just south of the kingdom of Israel (mentioned above).  It is also called one of “the two houses of Israel,” since under Kings Saul, David and Solomon, both Israel and Judah had been a united kingdom called Israel.  It is ruled by King Ahaz, the grandson of King Uzziah and a direct descendant of King David, so is within “the house of David.”  Remember that the other name for Jerusalem is Zion, which either refers to the whole City or to the Temple within the City, in which God Himself dwells.  
Chapter 7

1Now it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin king of Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up to Jerusalem to make war against it, but could not prevail against it. 

2 And it was told to the house of David, saying, “Syria’s forces are deployed in Ephraim.” So his heart and the heart of his people were moved as the trees of the woods are moved with the wind.
3 Then the LORD said to Isaiah, “Go out now to meet Ahaz, you and Shear-Jashub your son, at the end of the aqueduct from the upper pool, on the highway to the Fuller’s Field, 
Nice that he is working with his son.  His son’s name means “Remnant will Return.”  This son, then, is the embodiment that God will indeed bring back a posterity to Jerusalem and bring forth his Messiah.
4 and say to him: ‘Take heed, and be quiet; do not fear or be fainthearted for these two stubs of smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin and Syria, and the son of Remaliah. 

5 Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah have plotted evil against you, saying, 

6 “Let us go up against Judah and trouble it, and let us make a gap in its wall for ourselves, and set a king over them, the son of Tabel”— 

7 thus says the Lord GOD: “It shall not stand, nor shall it come to pass.
8 For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin.  Within sixty-five years Ephraim will be broken, so that it will not be a people.
9 The head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is Remaliah’s son.  If you will not believe, surely you shall not be established.”’”
King Ahaz’s job is to trust God’s promise and hold firm and not seek security of Jerusalem from another source besides God.  Unfortunately,  in 2 Kings 16, Ahaz only trusts himself.
10 Moreover the LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying, 
11 “Ask a sign for yourself from the LORD your God; ask it either in the depth or in the height above.”
12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, nor will I test the LORD!”
Question:  According to 2 Chronicles 28:1-5, why does God send Syria and Israel against Judah?

Question:  According to this Isaiah text verse 1,2, how does Ahaz react when he is told of an impending enemy attack?

Question:  What are the major points of Isaiah’s message to Ahaz in verses 3-9?

Question:  Considering Ahaz’s spiritual history, what conclusions can we make about God from this episode?

Question:  What is Ahaz told to do to confirm that this message from God is true, and how does he respond?

Question:  Compare and comment on God’s command to Ahaz in Isaiah 7:11, Gideon’s request of God in Judges 6:36-40 and the Pharisees’ demand in Mark 8:11-12.

13 Then he said, “Hear now, O house of David! Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will you weary my God also? 
In this section, King Ahaz of Judah does not believe God enough to trust Him and obey.  When Isaiah says “you” in verse 13 it is a plural pronoun, so His indictment is not only of Ahaz, but of Judah, too.
14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.
For now, please focus on the history.  We will discuss the various prophecies of the Messiah in chapters 7-12, like this one, after we discuss the historic perspective in chapters 7-10.  Stay tuned.  
15 Curds and honey He shall eat, that He may know to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
16 For before the Child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land that you dread will be forsaken by both her kings. 
17 The LORD will bring the king of Assyria upon you and your people and your father’s house—days that have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah.”
The coming days will be worse than the split of the nation between northern kingdom Israel and southern kingdom Judah.
18 And it shall come to pass in that day that the LORD will whistle for the fly that is in the farthest part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria.
19 They will come, and all of them will rest in the desolate valleys and in the clefts of the rocks,
And on all thorns and in all pastures.
20 In the same day the Lord will shave with a hired razor, with those from beyond the River, with the king of Assyria, the head and the hair of the legs, and will also remove the beard.
“The River” is the Euphrates.  God is using Assyria as a barber to humiliate Judah, who will now be embarrassed (like the eunuch who can grow no beard) or unclean (like Nazarites who, having touched what is unclean, must now shave off their uncut hair).
21 It shall be in that day that a man will keep alive a young cow and two sheep;
22 So it shall be, from the abundance of milk they give, that he will eat curds; for curds and honey everyone will eat who is left in the land.
23 It shall happen in that day, that wherever there could be a thousand vines worth a thousand shekels of silver, it will be for briers and thorns.
24 With arrows and bows men will come there, because all the land will become briers and thorns.
25 And to any hill which could be dug with the hoe, you will not go there for fear of briers and thorns; but it will become a range for oxen and a place for sheep to roam.  (The context continues through 8:4.  Please proceed and we will answer questions at the end of 8:4.) 
Isaiah
Chapter 8
Moreover the LORD said to me, “Take a large scroll, and write on it with a man’s pen concerning Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz. 

2 And I will take for Myself faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah.”
3 Then I went to the prophetess, and she conceived and bore a son. Then the LORD said to me, “Call his name Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz; 

The name means “Quick to the Plunder” or “Swift to the Spoils (of war).”

4 for before the child shall have knowledge to cry ‘My father’ and ‘My mother,’ the riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria will be taken away before the king of Assyria.”
Question:  Explain what Isaiah predicts for these nations (and these will occur in Isaiah’s own time):

Regarding the nations of Ephraim and Syria

Regarding the nation of Judah

5 The LORD also spoke to me again, saying:
6 “Inasmuch as these people refused the waters of Shiloah that flow softly, and rejoice in Rezin and in Remaliah’s son;
The gentle Shiloah stream carried water from the Gihon spring just outside Jerusalem into the City.  This was not an impressive stream; but, through it, God adequately provided for His people.  They have rejected God’s provision.  Would the destruction of Syria and Israel by Judah’s “ally” Assyria provide more refreshment for Judah than God’s daily provision of water?  No way.
7 Now therefore, behold, the Lord brings up over them the waters of the River, strong and mighty—the king of Assyria and all his glory.  He will go up over all his channels and go over all his banks.
“The River” is the Euphrates.  Since Judah hated God’s provision, He would see how they fared with a full force blast from Assyria’s river.
8 He will pass through Judah, he will overflow and pass over. He will reach up to the neck; and the stretching out of his wings will fill the breadth of Your land, O Immanuel.

The land does not belong to King Ahaz, but to Immanuel.  It is called “Your land.”
9 “Be shattered, O you peoples, and be broken in pieces! Give ear, all you from far countries.  Gird yourselves, but be broken in pieces.  Gird yourselves, but be broken in pieces.
10 Take counsel together, but it will come to nothing.  Speak the word, but it will not stand, for God is with us.”
Beautiful language.  The reason it will not stand is because of Immanuel (“for God is with us”).  Notice that the “is” in the verse is written in italics.  This means that the word is not in the Hebrew text.  The phrase is literally “for God with us”, i.e., “it will not stand for Immanuel.”    
11 For the LORD spoke thus to me with a strong hand, and instructed me that I should not walk in the way of this people, saying:
12 “Do not say, ‘A conspiracy,’ concerning all that this people call a conspiracy, nor be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.
13 The LORD of hosts, Him you shall hallow; let Him be your fear, and let Him be your dread.
14 He will be as a sanctuary, but a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense to both the houses of Israel, as a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
The same God who protects you is destroying your enemies.

15 And many among them shall stumble. They shall fall and be broken, be snared and taken.”

Peter quotes this to say that the Rock on whom they fall is Jesus Christ.

16 Bind up the testimony.  Seal the law among my disciples.
17 And I will wait on the LORD, Who hides His face from the house of Jacob; and I will hope in Him.
18 Here am I and the children whom the LORD has given me!  We are for signs and wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts, Who dwells in Mount Zion.

Isaiah says to God, “Here am I!” and that he has his children with him, the ones with special names to explain the future God has planned.  They are ready to do God’s work.   As a clarification, the Holy Spirit in Hebrews 2:13 says that this verse is also speaking of Christ Himself.  Here He is, ready and able.   His children are Christians, who stand with Him ready to do God’s work.
19 And when they say to you, “Seek those who are mediums and wizards, who whisper and mutter,” should not a people seek their God? Should they seek the dead on behalf of the living? 
“Whisper and mutter” is translated by some as “chirp and murmur.”  Young’s Literal Translation says they “chatter and mutter.”  In any case, their silly chirping makes the mediums and wizards lose their appeal.
20 To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.
21 They will pass through it hard-pressed and hungry; and it shall happen, when they are hungry, that they will be enraged and curse their king and their God, and look upward. 
22 Then they will look to the earth, and see trouble and darkness, gloom of anguish; and they will be driven into darkness.
Question:  How does Isaiah describe Assyria’s power in verse 5-8?
Question:  Considering the meaning of “Immanuel” in verse 8, why do you think the Spirit ends this description of Assyrian power with the phrase “O Immanuel” in verses 8 and 10?   Does that mean anything to you?

Question:  Why did God speak to Isaiah in the manner in which he does in verses 11-15?

Question:  How can God be as a sanctuary (verse 14) to Isaiah during this difficult time?

Question:  What will God be to both kingdoms of Israel at this time?

Question:  What does God mean by the phrase “stone of stumbling and rock of offense” in verse 14?
Question:  Isaiah declares his trust of God in verse 17.  Comment on the significance of Isaiah repeating himself in 8:18 (he has already said this in 6:8).

Question:  Why does Isaiah specifically mention his children in verse 18 (one is named “Remnant will Return” and the other “Swift to the Spoil.”)?

Question:  In verse 19 God expresses displeasure over what practices?                 What effects will be seen in the lives of the persons who participate in these practices?
Isaiah

Chapter 9

Nevertheless the gloom will not be upon her who is distressed, as when at first He lightly esteemed the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward more heavily oppressed her, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, in Galilee of the Gentiles.
2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them a light has shined.
3 You have multiplied the nation and increased its joy.  They rejoice before You according to the joy of harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil.
4 For You have broken the yoke of his burden and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian.
5 For every warrior’s sandal from the noisy battle, and garments rolled in blood, will be used for burning and fuel of fire.
6 For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder.  And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.
 We will discuss this prophecy of Christ following the end of chapter 10.  Stay tuned.
8 The Lord sent a word against Jacob, and it has fallen on Israel.
Starting in this verse, this disturbing poem is against the northern kingdom of Israel.  

9 All the people will know—Ephraim and the inhabitant of Samaria—who say in pride and arrogance of heart:
10 “The bricks have fallen down,  but we will rebuild with hewn stones; the sycamores are cut down, but we will replace them with cedars.”
Things are broken, they say, but they will build them even better than before.  Stones will replace puny bricks and strong, fragrant cedar timbers will replace weaker sycamore wood.

11 Therefore the LORD shall set up the adversaries of Rezin against him, and spur his enemies on,
12 The Syrians before and the Philistines behind; and they shall devour Israel with an open mouth.  For all this His anger is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out still.

Syria is to the north of Israel: the Philistines dwell to the south.  Note the phrase God’s “anger is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out still.”  In this poem, this becomes the repeated line at the end of each of the four “stanzas.”
13 For the people do not turn to Him who strikes them, nor do they seek the LORD of hosts.
14 Therefore the LORD will cut off head and tail from Israel, palm branch and bulrush in one day.
15 The elder and honorable, he is the head; the prophet who teaches lies, he is the tail.
16 For the leaders of this people cause them to err, and those who are led by them are destroyed.
17 Therefore the Lord will have no joy in their young men, nor have mercy on their fatherless and widows; for everyone is a hypocrite and an evildoer, and every mouth speaks folly.   For all this His anger is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out still.
This stanza bemoans that they refuse to turn to their only Source of salvation.
18 For wickedness burns as the fire; it shall devour the briers and thorns, and kindle in the thickets of the forest.  They shall mount up like rising smoke.
19 Through the wrath of the LORD of hosts the land is burned up, and the people shall be as fuel for the fire; No man shall spare his brother.
20 And he shall snatch on the right hand and be hungry; He shall devour on the left hand and not be satisfied. Every man shall eat the flesh of his own arm.
21 Manasseh shall devour Ephraim, and Ephraim Manasseh.  Together they shall be against Judah.  For all this His anger is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out still.

In this stanza, there are only the violent word pictures of a place of madness of eating their own arms (civil war?), burning and cannibalism.   Regarding the madness of people eating their own flesh, in 49:26, God will make Judah’s oppressors as insane as this, even drinking their own blood.  
Isaiah

Chapter 10

“Woe to those who decree unrighteous decrees, who write misfortune, which they have prescribed
2 To rob the needy of justice, and to take what is right from the poor of My people, that widows may be their prey, and that they may rob the fatherless.
3 What will you do in the day of punishment, and in the desolation which will come from afar?  To whom will you flee for help?  And where will you leave your glory?
“Punishment” is literally “visitation.”  See Micah 3:12.
4 Without Me they shall bow down among the prisoners, and they shall fall among the slain.”  For all this His anger is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out still.

In this last stanza of the poem, the formerly proud people find no escape, but will “crouch among the prisoners or fall among the slain.”  God will execute His wrath on them for their sins, which occurs in 2 Kings 17:1-41.

Question:  Please take the text from 9:8 through 10:4 as one message.  Who is Isaiah addressing with this message in 9:8,9?

Question:  In 9:8,9 and forward, describe the attitude of the people who are given this prophecy.

Question:  How does God respond to their attitude?

Question:  Who are the people singled out for judgment in 9:14-15?

Question:  Will neighboring nations war against Israel in 9:11,12?

Question:  What sort of war is described in 9:18-21?

Question:  Why does the phrase “His anger is not turned away but His hand is stretched out still” appear several times (9:12, 17, 21; 10:4)?  In saying this phrase over and over, is a portion of God’s character being emphasized?
5 “Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger and the staff in whose hand is My indignation.
God says Assyria is His rod with which to punish and correct His people in Judah.  But notice that once the rod is used it is thrown into the fire.  Verses 12, 15b, 16b, 17

6 I will send him against an ungodly nation, and against the people of My wrath I will give him charge, to seize the spoil, to take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets.
7 Yet he does not mean so, nor does his heart think so; but it is in his heart to destroy, and cut off not a few nations.
What Assyria means to do is to destroy many nations.  But, because this is not God’s will, it will not occur.  He will not control Jerusalem, Immanuel’s land.

8 For he says, ‘Are not my princes altogether kings? 
9 Is not Calno like Carchemish?  Is not Hamath like Arpad?  Is not Samaria like Damascus?
Assyrian king thinks these cities and gods are all alike.  “I took one easily, so I can take another one.”  See 2 Kings 18: 33-35 

10 As my hand has found the kingdoms of the idols, whose carved images excelled those of Jerusalem and Samaria,
11 As I have done to Samaria and her idols, shall I not do also to Jerusalem and her idols?’”
12 Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Lord has performed all His work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, that He will say, “I will punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his haughty looks.”
“Punish” is literally “to visit, either with good or evil intent,” so here it is to punish.  In Genesis 21:1 by contrast. “The Lord is gracious to Sarah” and “is gracious to” is same Hebrew word.  When God visits, He sets things right.   See 24:22 where “punish” again “means visit with evil intent.”
13 For he says:  “By the strength of my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom, for I am prudent; also I have removed the boundaries of the people, and have robbed their treasuries; so I have put down the inhabitants like a valiant man.
14 My hand has found like a nest the riches of the people, and as one gathers eggs that are left, I have gathered all the earth; and there was no one who moved his wing, nor opened his mouth with even a peep.”
15 Shall the ax boast itself against him who chops with it?  Or shall the saw exalt itself against him who saws with it?  As if a rod could wield itself against those who lift it up, or as if a staff could lift up, as if it were not wood!
16 Therefore the Lord, the LORD of hosts, will send leanness among his fat ones; and under his glory
He will kindle a burning like the burning of a fire.
17 So the Light of Israel will be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame;  it will burn and devour his thorns and his briers in one day.
18 And it will consume the glory of his forest and of his fruitful field, both soul and body; and they will be as when a sick man wastes away.
19 Then the rest of the trees of his forest will be so few in number that a child may write them.
20 And it shall come to pass in that day that the remnant of Israel, and such as have escaped of the house of Jacob, will never again depend on him who defeated them, but will depend on the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth.
21 The remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the Mighty God.
22 For though your people, O Israel, be as the sand of the sea, a remnant of them will return.  The destruction decreed shall overflow with righteousness.
23 For the Lord GOD of hosts will make a determined end in the midst of all the land.
24 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD of hosts: “O My people, who dwell in Zion, do not be afraid of the Assyrian. He shall strike you with a rod and lift up his staff against you, in the manner of Egypt. 
25 For yet a very little while and the indignation will cease, as will My anger in their destruction.” 
It is important to note that God’s anger was not quick to arrive on the spur of the moment, so to speak.  See Deuteronomy 31:17 and 32:9-44.

26 And the LORD of hosts will stir up a scourge for him like the slaughter of Midian at the rock of Oreb; as His rod was on the sea, so will He lift it up in the manner of Egypt.
27 It shall come to pass in that day that his burden will be taken away from your shoulder, and his yoke from your neck, and the yoke will be destroyed because of the anointing oil.
28 He has come to Aiath.  He has passed Migron.  At Michmash he has attended to his equipment.
This is a terrifying future account of the path of the Assyrian king and his army on the march.   They have come to Aiath, just 15 miles north of Jerusalem, plundering as they go.  They are “Swift to the Plunder.” 

29 They have gone along the ridge.  They have taken up lodging at Geba.  Ramah is afraid.  Gibeah of Saul has fled.
Ramah, where great Samuel had preached, and Gibeah, which had been the hometown of King Saul, are terrorized.  
30 Lift up your voice, O daughter of Gallim!  Cause it to be heard as far as Laish—O poor Anathoth!
Assyria is now only 3 miles from Jerusalem.

31 Madmenah has fled.  The inhabitants of Gebim seek refuge.
32 As yet he will remain at Nob that day.  He will shake his fist at the mount of the daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem.

Nob is only 2 miles from Jerusalem.   Then, the Assyrian king and his army are at the very mount of Zion itself.  

33 Behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, will lop off the bough with terror.  Those of high stature will be hewn down, and the haughty will be humbled.
34 He will cut down the thickets of the forest with iron, and Lebanon will fall by the Mighty One.

Question:  Review phrases used in 10:5-34 that reveal how God views Assyria.

Question:  In the same verses, how does Assyria view itself (for example, how many times does the king of Assyria refer to himself in verses 13 and 14)?
Question:  What will happen to Assyria?

Question:  In a few simple words, what does God prophesy for Israel in 10:20-34?
Thoughts to Ponder on chapters 7-10

A.  The Cost of Rejecting God’s Plan = Fear – The rejoicing in 8:6 is King Ahaz’s celebration over the defeat of his enemies Syria and Israel, because of his new alliance with Assyria (2 Kings 16).  Big mistake.  That good mood does not last long.   Isaiah indicates that Ahaz should never  have made an alliance with Assyria because the Lord would bring upon Ahaz the king of Assyria not as protectors but as invaders (7:17).  Ahaz’s supporters take Isaiah’s warnings to be a conspiracy against Ahaz’s rule and power (see 8:12 – where critics of Isaiah say that his prophecy is a conspiracy to demoralize Ahaz, the recent victor.).   Like Isaiah, God’s people have good news today – that people can live forever –but, they have bad news, too, that people need to repent of their sins and live right.  When you provide the whole news (good and bad), some will say you are trying to demoralize people, just like Isaiah did to Ahaz.  The temptation is to water down the gospel to only the pleasant messages.  God’s words to Isaiah are firm (8:12b), “Do not be afraid of their fear or be troubled.  The LORD of hosts, Him you shall revere as holy.  Let Him be your fear.  He will be as a sanctuary. . . “   What a refuge is God.  What weak, fearful persons are men since “they stumble because they disobey the Word” (I Peter 2:8).   Fear God, not men.  In the end, having rejected God, Ahaz will no longer look up for relief and can only look down in terror, trouble and anguish being driven into outer darkness (8:22).

B.  “For all this His anger has not turned away.” – In 731 BC Tiglath Pileser III (Pul) occupied Damascus but did not advance to Samaria.  Hoshea killed King Pekah to become king, then sent tribute to Pul.  As a vassal of Assyria, Hoshea was allowed to rule Israel in Samaria.  But, when Shalmaneser V succeeded Pul as the Assyrian king, Hoshea rebelled, triggering a massive 3 year siege of Samaria and the end of the kingdom of Israel, which died and gave up from Assyrian conquest in 722 BC.  When God is rebuffed and rebuked by men who oppress and prey upon poor people, they will find no refuge in their riches.  Their only place is to “crouch among the prisoners or lie down with the slain.” (10:4).  God’s anger is real against evil people.  Mend your ways.  “And the LORD rejected all the descendants of Israel, afflicted them and delivered them into the hand of plunderers, until He had cast them out of His sight.” 2 Kings 17:20
C. Like a Forest Being Hacked Down – Isaiah likens the Assyrian army to a great forest that God will cut down (10:33, 34).  Even though nothing now stops Assyria, nor can it, within a future time (about a hundred years away in 605 BC), God will in fact stop proud Assyria, as a great lumberjack cuts down trees, lopping off boughs (lofty leaders of Assyria) then felling the great trees.  This would be a massive felling as big as the felling of Lebanon’s vast forests.  See Ezekiel 31:3ff.  Nothing will stop Him.  For more on God’s initial methods to defeat the Assyrians, see Isaiah 37.   The following scriptures state various principles about the Sovereignty of God, and His power to plan and make things work: Psalm 135:6, Daniel 4:34, 35, Ephesians 1:9-12.  Are you useful to God for good works?  What are you doing today to be a small part of His immense plan?
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The Coming Messiah in Chapters 7-12

Isaiah 7:14 – The Messiah’s Birth
14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.

Question:  According to Matthew 1:18-25, how is this Son prophesied by Isaiah conceived by Mary?

Question:  According to Luke 1:26-35, Who is Father of the Child born to the virgin?

Question:  Considering both the Father and mother of the promised Messiah, what two separate and distinct natures does He have?  Romans 1:1-4 and Philippians 2:5-11

Question:  Read again Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew 1:20-21.  What significance do the two names given to this special Child hold for you?

Isaiah 9:1-7 – The Messiah’s Uniqueness

Nevertheless the gloom will not be upon her who is distressed, as when at first He lightly esteemed the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward more heavily oppressed her, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, in Galilee of the Gentiles.
God lightly esteemed these two northern Jewish tribes Zebulun and Naphtali when they were taken away captive by Tiglath-Pileser III to Assyrian captivity.   How oppressed and dark would be their world, in the future.  Still farther into the future, though, The Messiah Himself comes from Galilee of the Gentiles.

2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them a light has shined.
3 You have multiplied the nation and increased its joy.  They rejoice before You according to the joy of harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil.
Joy and rejoicing are mentioned 4 times in this verse, because (as the next verse indicates), He has broken the yoke of oppression.  No difficulty will challenge His ability to fix a problem.
4 For You have broken the yoke of his burden and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian.
5 For every warrior’s sandal from the noisy battle, and garments rolled in blood, will be used for burning and fuel of fire.
Not only are the enemy’s things broken (verse 4) but others are no better than firewood.
6 For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder.  And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
A Son is given.  Praise be to our God for His magnificent Gift.
The Hebrew word for “wonder” (as in “Wonderful” above) is also used of the miracles God did through Moses in Egypt (Psalm 78:12).  This is a Wonder-Working Counselor.

In Hebrew mighty is transliterated as “El Gibbor,” with “El” being the Title God and “Gibbor” literally meaning “Hero,” and connoting power and strength.   He is our Hero.

“The Father” is the portrayal of God in Isaiah 63:16 and Psalm 103:13.  How the Son is equal in rank to His Father.
Jesus says,“Peace I leave with you.  My peace I give to you,” in John 14:27.  Paul will begin his letters to Christians with “Grace and peace to you from God our Father.”  The “peace that passes all understanding” of Philippians 4:7 will guard the hearts and minds of believers.  May you always shine forth His Peace.
These powerful promises are vest

7 Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.
His rule is forever.  His rule is judgment and justice.  
Question:  Read Matthew 4:12-17 and John 1:1-5.  In what ways is the Messiah unique and how can each of His prophesied features have been fulfilled?

Question:  In Isaiah 9:2-5, what does Isaiah predict that Messiah will do?

Question:  How would you explain the significance of the careful choice of words in 9:6a to someone who is relatively unfamiliar with the Bible and its message themes?

Question:  List the named qualities of The Messiah in 9:6.  Share any insights you have with those names.  What is so special about them?  You can also review Colossians 1:15-20 and see if you can find those attributes in that New Testament passage.
Question:  In Isaiah 9:7, what do you think are the promises made about Messiah (and consider that the angel Gabriel said much the same thing in Luke 1:32, 33)?
Question:  Is Jesus now reigning on David’s throne (Isaiah 9:7 and 2 Samuel 7: 12, 13, 14a)?  
Question:  At the end of Isaiah 9:7, how does the Spirit indicate that we can know that this will happen as prophesied?

Isaiah 11:1-5 – The Character of The Messiah

In chapter 10, Isaiah compared the collapse of the Assyrian Empire to the giant trees in the forest of Lebanon being felled.  In contrast to Assyria’s desolation, he pictured little Judah as a sprouting shoot and a fruit bearing branch.  When God called Isaiah to be a prophet he informed him Judah would be devastated or cut down so only a stump with holy seed inside would remain (6:13).

Chapter 11 begins with the sprout from the stump of Jesse, the father of David’s dynasty, and culminates with the prophecy that all nations would rally to the One called “root of Jesse.” (11:10)  This Branch emerges as Universal Ruler in 9:7.  

1“There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots.
Christ is a direct Descendant of Jesse, Acts 13:16-23

2 The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.

The Spirit did rest upon Him in Matthew 3:16, 17, and this is further fulfilled when John explained that Jesus has the Holy Spirit without measure (John 3:34, 35).  The spirits listed could be states of mind or disposition explaining The Messiah’s character.  
3 His delight is in the fear of the LORD, and He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes, nor decide by the hearing of His ears;
4 But with righteousness He shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth.  He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked.
5 Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, and faithfulness the belt of His waist.

Question:  From whom does the Rod come according to verse 1?
Question:  In verse 2, what are the characteristics of the Holy Spirit that The Messiah will have?

Question:  In verse 3, what does The Messiah delight in?

Question:  Compared to the bloodshed, bribery and politicking of the Jewish government leaders during Isaiah’s day (1:16, 17), how would you describe The Messiah’s rule according to 11:4?

Question:  Are we looking for Christ to strike the earth with the rod of His mouth or has that already occurred?    See 2 Thessalonians 2:8, Revelation 19:13, 15 and comment.
Isaiah 11:6-16 – The Conditions in The Messiah’s Kingdom
 Isaiah has already portrayed the kingdom of God as free from conflict to such a degree that instruments of war can be turned into instruments of agriculture (Isaiah 2:4, 9:5, 7; Micah 4:1-4)

6“The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little Child shall lead them.
The nature of The Messiah’s kingdom is that it comes just as in Eden, before the curse arrived because of human sin, (Genesis 3).
7 The cow and the bear shall graze; their young ones shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child shall play by the cobra’s hole, and the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper’s den.
The relationships in The Messiah’s kingdom are peace, safety and protection.  

9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

Persons and animals are holy loving and kind.  Knowledge of the LORD fills the earth – Psalm 72:19, Jeremiah 31:34, Daniel 2:35.

10 “And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to the people; for the Gentiles shall seek Him, and His resting place shall be glorious.”

11 It shall come to pass in that day that the Lord shall set His hand again the second time to recover the remnant of His people who are left, from Assyria and Egypt, from Pathros and Cush, from Elam and Shinar, from Hamath and the islands of the sea.

In 11:12-16, the Spirit is contrasting the remnant who will return “the second time” (11:11) to the land of Judah after the Babylonian captivity in 539 BC.  The literal return of the remnant is contrasted with The Messiah’s kingdom to be established when He arrives.  He will gather persons from all nations as we had read in Isaiah 2:2, 3.
12 He will set up a banner for the nations, and will assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.
13 Also the envy of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off;  Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not harass Ephraim.
14 But they shall fly down upon the shoulder of the Philistines toward the west; together they shall plunder the people of the East; they shall lay their hand on Edom and Moab; and the people of Ammon shall obey them.
All enemies are subjugated to them.

15 The LORD will utterly destroy the tongue of the Sea of Egypt; with His mighty wind He will shake His fist over the River, and strike it in the seven streams, and make men cross over dry-shod.
16 There will be a highway for the remnant of His people who will be left from Assyria, as it was for Israel in the day that he came up from the land of Egypt.

The Messiah’s highway will be discussed in the future.  Stay tuned.  Note that by this miraculous travel, they can arrive at home having escaped from captivity as the Jews had escaped Egyptian captivity 700 years earlier, crossing water on dry ground.

Question:  According to verses 6-9, will The Messiah’s kingdom be a safe and harmonious place?  
Question:  Can we help make the Lord’s Church a good and pleasant place now?  See Psalm 133:1

Should we?

Question:  As in Isaiah 2, do you believe the word “mountain” in 11:9 connotes government or rule?  In Daniel 2:35, what was going to fill the whole earth?

Question:  Have we come to Zion, the Mountain of God today (Hebrews 12:22)?

Isaiah

This psalm of praise concludes the section (chapters 7 through 12) regarding the faithful people’s choice to trust God (not earthly kings) and to look forward to The Messiah and His Reign.  This is the joyful song of redemption that the saved remnant now sing in the day of the Messiah’s triumph.  Sing loudly, brethren.

Chapter 12

1And in that day you will say:

“O LORD, I will praise You; though You were angry with me, Your anger is turned away, and You comfort me.
2 Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; ‘For YAH, the LORD, is my strength and song;
He also has become my salvation.’”

3 Therefore with joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.

4 And in that day you will say: 
“Praise the LORD, call upon His name; declare His deeds among the peoples, make mention that His name is exalted.
“Peoples” are us, the Gentiles (the non Jews).  Psalm 145:4-6

5 Sing to the LORD, for He has done excellent things; this is known in all the earth.
6 Cry out and shout, O inhabitant of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel in your midst!”
Question:  Compare and comment on the circumstances for singing both the second half of verse 2 and Exodus 15:2? 
Question:  Do any of the phrases in chapter 12 sound like those phrases in songs we sing?  List a few that you can recognize.
Thoughts to Ponder from Chapters 7-12
A. Volunteers Now and Always – In Psalm 110:3, God makes clear that we voluntarily and freely give our allegiance to Christ now.  We acknowledge that a time is coming when all will universally acknowledge His Lordship (Philippians 2:9-11).  However, this is our time to proclaim His greatness, His might to save in love, the power of His Rule, and the respect due Him.  “For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.” 2 Corinthians 4:5.

B. He Came the First Time with Light --- Revealed the Next Time with Flaming Fire – “Christ has come and is returning,” we proclaim each time we partake of the Lord’s Supper.  But, how differently He is seen the second time, inflicting vengeance on “those who know not God and obey not the gospel.” 1 Thessalonians 1:8.   In the same passage, the Spirit indicates that Christians should take “rest” that Christ is coming “in flaming fire.”  Christians should beware that they remain pure and holy, even as they ask the Lord to please return.  They best be unlike the self-righteous evil persons in Isaiah 5:19, who challenge God to “make speed and hasten His work.”  God may do just that – but with flames of fire. (1 Cor 16:22, "If there is anyone who does not love the Lord, a curse on such a one. Maran atha.")   Still, the righteous say, “Amen. Come Lord Jesus.” Revelation 22:20
C.  Wonderful Counselor, Almighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace – Such poetry from the Spirit.  Preacher Jon Quinn says, 

“. . . Jesus has become our "Wonderful Counselor". In the Hebrew, the idea is that His counsel is a thing of wonder and awe. In Jesus' teachings we have the absolute best advice on how to live our lives to be eternally successful. Though the Law came through Moses, "grace and truth comes through Jesus Christ" (John 1:17). 

. . . Our Lord Jesus is also our "Mighty God". The word for "mighty" also means "hero" teaching not only the Deity of Christ but also His action in our behalf to save us from doom. He is the greatest hero of all time, for nothing compares to His sacrifice, his love and His power. And He is "Immanuel" which means "God with us" (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23; Philippians 2:5-11; II Peter 1:1). 

. . . Jesus is also referred to as "Eternal Father". Jesus, the eternal Word of God, has indeed become our spiritual Father by giving us "the right to become children of God" (John 1:12,13). Jesus also reveals the Heavenly Father to us (John 1:18) and since the Son of God bears His Father's characteristics we can truly say when we have seen Jesus we have been shown the Father (John 14:8-11). 

. . . Finally, Jesus is the "Prince of Peace". Only He could bring about reconciliation between God and man (II Corinthians 5:18,19). Though faith in Christ brings conflict with the forces of darkness, and sometimes hardships and persecution and betrayal, it also brings harmony with God and a "peace that passes understanding." Even the announcement of the angels at His birth refer to this peace that we may have with God and His goodwill toward us because of the Savior (Luke 2:11-14).”
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In chapters 13 and 14 through verse 23, Babylon pits itself against Jehovah.  Who will win?   One is mighty: the other is The Almighty.  It is fascinating to think that when Isaiah prophesied Babylon was not yet a world empire power (At the time of Isaiah, the kingdom of Assyria was still ascending to that title and little was known of Bablyon at that time).  The Babylonians were a proud people, and therefore an ungodly nation, who would later become symbolic of worldliness in mind and action (i.e., think of John’s use of Babylon to refer to Rome in the Book of Revelation).  
Babylon can refer to the city (Babylon) or the land (Land of Babylonia) or the empire (Babylonian Empire).  In that way, it is like Jerusalem, which is such an important city that it can mean either the city itself, or it can represent the tribe of Judah or can be used in place of the entire Jewish nation.  
The word “Babylon” is Greek.  The Hebrew word is transliterated as “Babel.”  

As you read these verses, consider how God is in control of the World He creates.  There is a day of reckoning, even for proud Babylon, who in about a 100 years will come to power.

Chapter 13

1The burden against Babylon which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw.

Another synonym for the land of Babylon is Shinar, as is explained in Daniel 1:2, when the Babylonian king carts off treasures from Judah to his country and “brought them to the land of Shinar.”   The city of Babel is said to have existed “in the land of Shinar” according to Genesis 10:10 and Genesis 11:2 states that Shinar enclosed the plain that became the site of the Tower of Babel after the great flood.     
2 “Lift up a banner on the high mountain, raise your voice to them; wave your hand, that they may enter the gates of the nobles.
3 I have commanded My sanctified ones; I have also called My mighty ones for My anger—those who rejoice in My exaltation.”
4 The noise of a multitude in the mountains, like that of many people!  A tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations gathered together!  The LORD of hosts musters the army for battle.
5 They come from a far country, from the end of heaven—the LORD and His weapons of indignation, to destroy the whole land.

6 Wail, for the day of the LORD is at hand!  It will come as destruction from the Almighty.
7 Therefore all hands will be limp, every man’s heart will melt,
8 And they will be afraid.  Pangs and sorrows will take hold of them; they will be in pain as a woman in childbirth.  They will be amazed at one another; their faces will be like flames.

9 Behold, the day of the LORD comes, cruel, with both wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate; and He will destroy its sinners from it.
10 For the stars of heaven and their constellations will not give their light; the sun will be darkened in its going forth, and the moon will not cause its light to shine.

11 “I will punish the world for its evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; I will halt the arrogance of the proud, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.
12 I will make a mortal more rare than fine gold, a man more than the golden wedge of Ophir.
13 Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth will move out of her place, in the wrath of the LORD of hosts and in the day of His fierce anger.
14 It shall be as the hunted gazelle, and as a sheep that no man takes up; every man will turn to his own people, and everyone will flee to his own land.
15 Everyone who is found will be thrust through, and everyone who is captured will fall by the sword.
16 Their children also will be dashed to pieces before their eyes; their houses will be plundered and their wives ravished.

17 “Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, who will not regard silver; and as for gold, they will not delight in it.
18 Also their bows will dash the young men to pieces, and they will have no pity on the fruit of the womb.  Their eye will not spare children.
19 And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldeans’ pride, will be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.
20 It will never be inhabited, nor will it be settled from generation to generation; nor will the Arabian pitch tents there, nor will the shepherds make their sheepfolds there.
21 But wild beasts of the desert will lie there, and their houses will be full of owls; ostriches will dwell there, and wild goats will caper there.
22 The hyenas will howl in their citadels, and jackals in their pleasant palaces.  Her time is near to come, and her days will not be prolonged.

(Continue reading through 14:23 and then we will ask questions).
Isaiah

Chapter 14

1For the LORD will have mercy on Jacob, and will still choose Israel, and settle them in their own land. The strangers will be joined with them, and they will cling to the house of Jacob.

How blessed will be Israel, that even non-Jews will join them.  This is in stark contrast to verse 22 of this chapter.

2 Then people will take them and bring them to their place, and the house of Israel will possess them for servants and maids in the land of the LORD; they will take them captive whose captives they were, and rule over their oppressors.

3 It shall come to pass in the day the LORD gives you rest from your sorrow, and from your fear and the hard bondage in which you were made to serve, 

“You” means “you Jews.”

4 that you will take up this proverb against the king of Babylon, and say: “How the oppressor has ceased,
the golden city ceased!

Some translations read this as “the insolent city ceased.”

5 The LORD has broken the staff of the wicked, the scepter of the rulers;
6 He who struck the people in wrath with a continual stroke, he who ruled the nations in anger, is persecuted and no one hinders.
7 The whole earth is at rest and quiet; they break forth into singing.
8 Indeed the cypress trees rejoice over you, and the cedars of Lebanon, saying, ‘Since you were cut down, no woodsman has come up against us.’

9 “Hell from beneath is excited about you, to meet you at your coming; it stirs up the dead for you, all the chief ones of the earth; it has raised up from their thrones all the kings of the nations.
10 They all shall speak and say to you: ‘Have you also become as weak as we?  Have you become like us?
11 Your pomp is brought down to Sheol, and the sound of your stringed instruments; the maggot is spread under you, and worms cover you.’

All evil, worldly kings share in verses 9-11.  Evil men “go” and “become weak” as all the ones that have come before.

An honorable bier is what every king wants, instead this one gets a sheet of maggots under his remains and a blanket of worms above.  The Spirit’s poetry is downright creepy – but effective.

12 “How you are fallen from heaven, Oh Lucifer, son of the morning!  How you are cut down to the ground, you who weakened the nations!
“Lucifer” is literally translated as “Day Star.”  This is, according to verse 4, a proverb against the King of Babylon.
13 For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God;
I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north;
“Your heart” is where rebellion against God starts.

14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’
15 Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit.

16 “Those who see you will gaze at you, and consider you, saying: ‘Is this the man who made the earth tremble,
who shook kingdoms,
17 Who made the world as a wilderness and destroyed its cities, who did not open the house of his prisoners?’

18 “All the kings of the nations, all of them, sleep in glory, everyone in his own house;
19 But you are cast out of your grave like an abominable branch, like the garment of those who are slain, thrust through with a sword, who go down to the stones of the pit, like a corpse trodden underfoot.
The people of the earth think that such a great man would have enjoyed an honored burial.  That did not happen.

They see the futility and folly of self-exalting pride.

20 You will not be joined with them in burial, because you have destroyed your land and slain your people.  The brood of evildoers shall never be named.
Consider this fool of a king, who demanded to be equal with God, only to be shown how pitifully human he was.  Compare him to The True King of Glory, Who stepped down from the very throne of heaven to display to the wondering eyes of mortals what the humility of God is.  Philippians 2:5-8

21 Prepare slaughter for his children because of the iniquity of their fathers, lest they rise up and possess the land, and fill the face of the world with cities.”

22 “For I will rise up against them,” says the LORD of hosts, “And cut off from Babylon the name and remnant,
And offspring and posterity,” says the LORD.
23 “I will also make it a possession for the porcupine, and marshes of muddy water; I will sweep it with the broom of destruction,” says the LORD of hosts.

Babylon is gone, “swept” away by God, to never return.  Note that this prophecy is made before Babylon exists as a world empire.  God knows the end of what will happen.  On a lighter note: “porcupine” is translated in some versions as “hedgehog.”

Question:  This prophecy is against Babylon.  Read 13:1-5 again.  From Genesis 11:1-9 state the original philosophy in the land of Shinar (land of Babylon).
Question:  Compare Shinar’s (Babylon’s) philosophy with the philosophy of life that God wants us to have:

Luke 10:27

1 Corinthians 10:31

2 Corinthians 5:15

Question:  How would you summarize the difference between Shinar’s original philosophy and the one God wants us to have?

Question:  In reading 13:6-14:2, the “day of the Lord” is used twice to refer to the judgment on Babylon.  List several points from Isaiah’s description of the “day of the Lord.”

Question:  As Christians, we know there is a Day of the Lord coming.  Do we worry that it will be a day of God’s wrath for us, Romans 5:9 and 1 Thessalonians 1:9,10?

Question:  In 13:6-14:2, can you find a specific verse that indicates that Babylon will be judged?  What specific sin of Babylon is mentioned?

Question:  In 13:6-14:2, can you find what country specifically will come against the Babylonians to overthrow them?

Question:  In 14:3-11, 21-23, list some differences between the kingdom of Babylon and God’s Kingdom today.

Question:  Is God’s Kingdom afraid of earthly kings according to Psalm 2?  What will God do to those who rise up against His Kingdom (which includes His Church)?  For your part, Christian, what will you do when earthly kings rise up against you (Ephesians 6:10-17, Revelation 12:7-12)?
Question:  In 14:11-12, describe what befalls the king of Babylon.

Question:  In verse 13 and 14, where did the Babylonian king’s rebellion begin?

Question:  From verses 13 and 14, list the five “I will” statements of the Babylonian king.  Explain, is it wise to indicate about the future that “I will” do this or that?  Have you a Bible verse about that?

Question:  In a few words, what would you say in verses 13 and 14 is the Babylonian king’s desire?

Thoughts to ponder from chapter 13 through 14:23
A. Oracle – This Hebrew word “massa” in 13:1 is also translated as “burden,” “sentence” and “verdict.”  Over the next 10 chapters there will be 10 different oracles given. While Babylon is the focus of this oracle, it will feel as though the whole world is being judged because the “sun and moon are darkened” and the earth itself is in upheaval.  This can happen when a world power is brought down.  For all its arrogance, the Babylonian Empire will only last from about 625-539 BC and will be taken down by the Medes and the Persians (as Isaiah says about 200 years before it occurs).  By the way, being a prophet to bring the “oracle” was not fun and games for any messenger of God.  Isaiah indeed has a heavy “oracle” to deliver, and there are many more to come.  To his credit, he does not shirk his duty.
B.  The Mighty Consecrated Ones – Because the Medes are the ones who destroy Babylon, they are God’s chosen ones, as pagan as they are, so are referred to as the “consecrated ones” in 13:3.  They become the weapons to execute God’s wrath (13:5,6).  Nothing will stop them.

C. Our God Knows the Future.  His Will is Done. – Isaiah is not writing here about the present world empire when he mentions the destruction of Babylon.  So, to be clear, when he mentions the Medes as Babylon’s destroyers, he is not referring to the present world empire (Assyria) or the next world empire (Babylon), but the one after that.  The point?  Centuries will pass before the Spirit’s words in Isaiah are fulfilled exactly as written. 

701 BC
- The angel of the LORD kills 185,000 Assyrian soldiers who had surrounded Jerusalem (Isaiah 37:36-37).  The Assyrians hear a rumor that Babylon is in the ascendancy and return to Nineveh to fight.  
689 BC – The Assyrians under Sennacherib sack Old Babylon.  The city begins to rebuild, and gains military power. 

~612 BC – Under King Nabopolassar, New Babylon overthrows the Assyrian empire to become the New Babylonian world empire.

605 BC – Jerusalem falls to New Babylon and the Jewish captivity in Babylon begins.    
586 BC – The Babylonians haul off the treasures and vessels of God’s temple in Jerusalem.  In subsequent decades, under King Nebuchadnezzar, this New Babylon, on the banks of the Euphrates River, was beautified with temples and palaces.  The Greeks admired the city, known for its hanging gardens, as one of the wonders of the ancient world.  
539 BC - The Medes and Persians, under Cyrus, sack New Babylon, dealing it a death blow, killing King Belshazzar its last ruler (Daniel 5:30).  

535 BC - The Jews return from what was left of the land of Babylonia, now the land of the Medes and Persians, to Jerusalem after 70 years captivity.  

483 BC - Persian King Xerxes destroys what is left of Babylon’s ziggarut, which includes removing both the shrine and idol to pagan god Marduk at its top.  Xerxes leaves the city walls standing.  
331 BC - The Greeks conquer the region and the world and Alexander the Great offers sacrifices to Marduk, but fails to rebuild the city, which he wants to restore to its former grandeur.   Babylon is bustling and active as a seat of pagan religion.
323 BC – Alexander dies.  His four generals fight to divide his world kingdom into 4 parts over the next 20 years.  Babylon is one of the cities that two generals fight over.  The remaining citizens of Babylon are demoralized by the fighting.  Many settle elsewhere.  Pagan rites remain and are actively practiced.

275 BC – The constant turmoil virtually empties the city of Babylon.   A tablet dated 275 BC states that the inhabitants of Babylon were transported to Seleucia, the new capital city built on the banks of the Tigris River.  The old city of Babylon is not rebuilt.  Paganism loses its popularity, but is still practiced there.
141 BC – When the Parthian Empire took over the region, Babylon is in complete desolation and obscurity.  

Recently - In our lifetimes, Saddam Hussein, ruler of Iraq, calling himself a son of Nebuchadnezzar, builds a presidential palace west of Babylon’s ruins, affording him views of the ruins that he is never able to rebuild (but had tried to).  Although the area is a tourist attraction, no one lives in the ruins.
For the next section, read Isaiah 14:24 through chapter 17.  This section will cover predictions regarding four nations: Assyria, Philistia, Moab, and Aram (Syria).  You will note that each is a verifiable, historic reality.   God’s Word, the Bible, is dependable and absolute Truth.  God’s promises are as immutable as His control of the universe.

Be sure to locate all four nations on a map, so you can mentally remember where they are.  The first oracle or burden is against Assyria.
24 The LORD of hosts has sworn, saying, “Surely, as I have thought, so it shall come to pass, and as I have purposed, so it shall stand:
God is active now as He has always been in history.  He is faithful.  Wait upon Him to allow His purposes to occur.  Depend on Him.  Isaiah 26:2.

25 That I will break the Assyrian in My land, and on My mountains tread him underfoot.  Then his yoke shall be removed from them, and his burden removed from their shoulders.
“In My land” means in the land of Judah.  Specifically this will be in Jerusalem, according to 2 Kings 19:1-36.

26 This is the purpose that is purposed against the whole earth, and this is the hand that is stretched out over all the nations.
“The whole earth” because Assyria is the world power.

27 For the LORD of hosts has purposed, and who will annul it?  His hand is stretched out, and who will turn it back?”

No one will.  No one escapes God’s judgment, Romans 14:10-12.  And, at some point, every person will be required to bow to knee to Christ, declaring the Sovereignty of God.

The second oracle or burden is against Philistia, the land of the Philistines.
28 This is the burden, which came in the year that King Ahaz died.

715 BC is the date.

29 “Do not rejoice, all you of Philistia, because the rod that struck you is broken; for out of the serpent’s roots will come forth a viper, and its offspring will be a fiery flying serpent.
The oppressors go from bad to worse.   Rod ( Viper ( Fiery Flying Serpent

30 The firstborn of the poor will feed, and the needy will lie down in safety;  I will kill your roots with famine, and it will slay your remnant.
31 Wail, O gate! Cry, O city!  All you of Philistia are dissolved; for smoke will come from the north, and no one will be alone in his appointed times.”

If only the oppressors of Philistia would leave them alone.  This did not happen.  King Sargon II the Assyrian invaded Philistia in 712 BC.  Later, in 701 BC another Assyrian, King Sennacherib, punished persons in Philistia who indicated they were not pro-Assyrian.
32 What will they answer the messengers of the nation?  That the LORD has founded Zion, and the poor of His people shall take refuge in it.

“It” is Jerusalem.  Here is God’s reassurance to Israel.

(Keep reading through chapter 17, then we will ask and answer questions)
Isaiah

Chapters 15 and 16 are an oracle or burden against Moab.  Keep reading through chapter 17, then we will ask and answer questions about the prophesies of each of the four nations.
Chapter 15

1The burden against Moab.  Because in the night Ar of Moab is laid waste and destroyed, because in the night Kir of Moab is laid waste and destroyed,
2 He has gone up to the temple and Dibon, to the high places to weep.  Moab will wail over Nebo and over Medeba; on all their heads will be baldness, and every beard cut off.
Some translations replace “temple” with the literal word “house.” 

Dibon is the site of a temple to the Moabite god Chemosh. 
3 In their streets they will clothe themselves with sackcloth; on the tops of their houses and in their streets everyone will wail, weeping bitterly.
The people would go to Dibon to bewail Chemosh's inability to save them.  

Sackcloth is a term originally denoting a coarsely woven fabric, usually made of coarse goat's hair or coarse cloth such as hemp (burlap). It later came to mean also a garment made from such cloth, which was chiefly worn as a token of mourning. It was furthermore a sign of submission or sadness, and was occasionally worn by the prophets.   It was either worn as a sack, a loincloth or both.

The concept of the loincloth is because “gird” is the word used to describe how one put on the sackcloth (Isaiah 3:24).  One put it on one’s loins (Genesis 37:34, Amos 8:10), and putting off the sackcloth is described in Isaiah 20:2 as “taking it off your loins”.  According to 1 Kings 21:27 and 2 Kings 6:30 it was worn next to the skin.  

4 Heshbon and Elealeh will cry out, their voice shall be heard as far as Jahaz; therefore the armed soldiers of Moab will cry out; his life will be burdensome to him.

Some translations read “loins” in place of “armed soldiers.”

5 “My Heart will cry out for Moab; his fugitives shall flee to Zoar, like a three-year-old heifer.  For by the Ascent of Luhith, they will go up with weeping; for in the way of Horonaim they will raise up a cry of destruction,
“My heart” is God’s Heart.  

Some translations read “the Third Eglath” in place of “a three year old heifer.”  Same word is in Jeremiah 48:34

6 For the waters of Nimrim will be desolate, for the green grass has withered away; the grass fails, there is nothing green.
7 Therefore the abundance they have gained, and what they have laid up, they will carry away to the Brook of the Willows.
8 For the cry has gone all around the borders of Moab, its wailing to Eglaim and its wailing to Beer Elim.
9 For the waters of Dimon will be full of blood; because I will bring more upon Dimon, lions upon him who escapes from Moab, and on the remnant of the land.”

Some translations indicate “Rimmon” instead of “Dimon.”  A lion is sometimes an image of a fierce, implacable attacker (Amos 3:12).
Isaiah

Chapter 16

1Send the lamb to the ruler of the land, from Sela to the wilderness, to the mount of the daughter of Zion.
“The lamb” is the sacrifice that Moab should send.   Send it to Jerusalem to the temple, “the mount of the daughter of Zion.”  

2 For it shall be as a wandering bird thrown out of the nest; so shall be the daughters of Moab at the fords of the Arnon.
3 “Take counsel, execute judgment; make your shadow like the night in the middle of the day; hide the outcasts, do not betray him who escapes.
“Take Counsel” is “Listen to me.”  “Make your shadow like the night at noon”, that is, make it nowhere to be found, and well hidden.  Hide the Jews who are running toward you to escape, the ones who are driven out of their land by Assyria.

4 Let My outcasts dwell with you, O Moab; be a shelter to them from the face of the spoiler.  For the extortioner is at an end, devastation ceases, the oppressors are consumed out of the land.
“My outcasts” would be Jews, God’s people who are thrown out of their nation by the coming Assyrians.  Keep these Jews hidden.  The devastation that Assyria causes, will not last forever.  It will stop.  

5 In mercy the throne will be established; and one will sit on it in truth, in the tabernacle of David, judging and seeking justice and hastening righteousness.”

By God’s mercy, the kingdom of Judah will stand against Assyria, even though God is chastening Judah at this time.  2 Chronicles 32:1.    The king will be from David’s lineage and will be just and right.   While this is King Hezekiah (2 Chronicles 32), ultimately, the most just and righteous King will be Christ.
6 We have heard of the pride of Moab—he is very proud—of his haughtiness and his pride and his wrath; but his lies shall not be so.
7 Therefore Moab shall wail for Moab; everyone shall wail.  For the foundations of Kir Hareseth you shall mourn; surely they are stricken.
8 For the fields of Heshbon languish, and the vine of Sibmah; the lords of the nations have broken down its choice plants, which have reached to Jazer and wandered through the wilderness.  Her branches are stretched out, they are gone over the sea.
9 Therefore I will bewail the vine of Sibmah, with the weeping of Jazer; I will drench you with My Tears, O Heshbon and Elealeh; for battle cries have fallen over your summer fruits and your harvest.
10 Gladness is taken away, and joy from the plentiful field; in the vineyards there will be no singing, nor will there be shouting; no treaders will tread out wine in the presses; I have made their shouting cease.
11 Therefore My Heart shall resound like a harp for Moab, and My Inner Being for Kir Heres.

This is literally “My Bowels,” which the Jews considered the seat of the emotions.  This is why some translations read not as “Therefore My Heart” but as “Therefore  My Compassion.”  Job indicates the same thing when he says “how my heart yearns within me.”

12 And it shall come to pass, when it is seen that Moab is weary on the high place, that he will come to his sanctuary to pray; but he will not prevail.

Because God has spoken these words (next verse indicates, v 13) then the personal pronouns “I”, “My” in verses 9-12 refer to God, His Heart, His Tears.
13 This is the word which the LORD has spoken concerning Moab since that time. 

14 But now the LORD has spoken, saying, “Within three years, as the years of a hired man, the glory of Moab will be despised with all that great multitude, and the remnant will be very small and feeble.”

A hired man would count down the three years day by day, and the Jews would do the same as they anticipated the degrading of Moab's glory and population.  
Assyria invaded Moab sometime between 715 and 713 BC, which seems to fit the three year time frame,  and King Sennacherib of Assyria destroyed Moab’s glory as a nation in 701 BC. It became feeble but was still a nation.  Still, 150 years after Isaiah, Jeremiah (chapter 48), Ezekiel (chapter 25:8-11) and Zephaniah (2:8-11) prophesied Moab’s annihilation as well.  About 582 BC, Nebuchadnezzar thoroughly destroyed Moab, ending its civilization.   
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Here is the oracle or burden against Aram (Syria).  Read through chapter 17 and we will ask and answer questions about the four nations Assyria, Philistia, Moab and Syria (Aram).
Chapter 17

The burden against Damascus.
“Behold, Damascus will cease from being a city, and it will be a ruinous heap.
Damascus is capital of Syria.  This happens in 2 Kings 16:9, which is approx. 732 BC.   The whole country is destroyed in 722 BC.  Damascus stops being a city.  It is rebuilt long after that.   
2 The cities of Aroer are forsaken; they will be for flocks which lie down, and no one will make them afraid.
The cities of Syria become grazing lands, not population centers.  
3 The fortress also will cease from Ephraim, the kingdom from Damascus, and the remnant of Syria; they will be as the glory of the children of Israel,” says the LORD of hosts.

Ephraim is the nation of Israel (the northern kingdom of the Jews).  This glory of Israel at first sounds like something good, but read on verses 4-6.
4 “In that day it shall come to pass that the glory of Jacob will wane, and the fatness of his flesh grow lean.
Jacob refers to the northern kingdom Israel.

5 It shall be as when the harvester gathers the grain, and reaps the heads with his arm; it shall be as he who gathers heads of grain in the Valley of Rephaim.
The Valley of Rephaim is literally the Valley of Ghosts, meaning the place of death.  The Assyrians are great harvesters.  Almost nothing is left in Israel that is not taken (that is, almost no one is left in Israel that is not killed).  

6 Yet gleaning grapes will be left in it, like the shaking of an olive tree, two or three olives at the top of the uppermost bough, four or five in its most fruitful branches,” says the LORD God of Israel.

A couple of Israelites here or there is all that is left after the Assyrians come through.
7 In that day a man will look to his Maker, and his eyes will have respect for the Holy One of Israel.
8 He will not look to the altars, the work of his hands; he will not respect what his fingers have made, nor the wooden images nor the incense altars.
9 In that day his strong cities will be as a forsaken bough and an uppermost branch, which they left because of the children of Israel; and there will be desolation.
10 Because you have forgotten the God of your salvation, and have not been mindful of the Rock of your stronghold, therefore you will plant pleasant plants and set out foreign seedlings;
11 In the day you will make your plant to grow, and in the morning you will make your seed to flourish; but the harvest will be a heap of ruins in the day of grief and desperate sorrow.

They sow what they want (that is, they serve idols, not God) but expect the harvest (that is, their reward for such service) to be something other than grief and desperate sorrow?!

12 Woe to the multitude of many people who make a noise like the roar of the seas, and to the rushing of nations that make a rushing like the rushing of mighty waters!
13 The nations will rush like the rushing of many waters; but God will rebuke them and they will flee far away, and be chased like the chaff of the mountains before the wind, like a rolling thing before the whirlwind.
14 Then behold, at eventide, trouble!  And before the morning, he is no more.  This is the portion of those who plunder us, and the lot of those who rob us.
Before we talk about the four nations Assyria, Philistia, Moab and Syria (Aram) from the text above 14:24 through chapter 17, consider how God’s commands and promises stand firm.  Your experiences and circumstances may influence you to feel downcast, but remember 14:24, “The LORD of hosts has sworn, ‘As I have planned, so it will be, and as I have purposed, so shall it stand.’”  Consider what God has promised you and expects of you.  Stay close to Him.  God holds the universe within His Hands. 
Question:  In 14:24-27, the Assyrians are the major enemy of the Israelites.  What does God promise about them?

Question:  What do 14:24 and 14:27 reveal about God’s character?  What does it mean to you that these things are true of God?
Question:  Read Isaiah 37:33-37.  Describe how the prophecy against Assyria was fulfilled during Isaiah’s day.  (For additional context, see also 2 Kings 19:1-36).

Question:  Who can escape God’s judgment?    Who shall declare that God is Sovereign?

Question:  In Isaiah 14:28-32, the Philistines appear to be gloating over the death of a cruel foreign despot.   Some persons believe this passage could refer to either ruler of Judah or ruler of Assyria.  Both had oppressed Philistines.  What is God’s message to the Philistines?

Question:   At the same time in verse 32, how does God reassure His people?

Question:  From Isaiah chapter 15 and 16:2, briefly describe the conditions in Moab.

Question:  The Speaker in 15:5 and 16:9-12 is God.  What is His attitude as He pronounces judgment?      How can you reconcile that a loving God would bring judgment, too, as here and in Matthew 23:37-38?  Explain.

Question:  What does God request of Moab (Isaiah 16:3-4a)?

Question:  What hope is offered in 16:4b-5?

Question:  According to 16:6, what is Moab’s sin?

Question:  What do the following verses say about this sin?

Proverbs 16:5 –

Proverbs 16:18 – 

Proverbs 27:1 – 

Question:  What do the following verses also tell us about this sin?

Romans 12:3 –

James 4:7-10 –

Question:  In what area of your life, can this attitude become sin?  

Question:  In chapter 17, what does the Spirit say will happen to Damascus and Syria (some translations call it Aram)?    

Question:  In chapter 17, why do you think the judgments against Syria and Israel are linked (Isaiah7:1-9 and 2 Kings 16:5-6)?
Question:  Who is God addressing in 17:4?

Question:  What does the Spirit say will happen to these people?

Question:  How does Isaiah predict the surviving remnant will respond to God during this time in 17:7-8?

Question:  In chapter 17, what reason does God give for the judgment?

Question:  What are the words that you would use to describe the nations that the Spirit addresses in 17:12-14?
Question:  Why are these nations being judged according to verse 14b?
Question:  As you read, 14:25-27 and 17:14, what do you think is the main theme of the chapters that we have just studied?  Perhaps 2 Timothy 2:13 has value in this regard. Perhaps not.  You decide.

Question:  How does the theme as provided in 14:25-17 and 17:14 apply to your life?  (have a look at 2 Timothy 2:19, too, and see if that as application here as well.)

Thoughts to Ponder about Chapters 14:24 through Chapter 17
A. The Pride That Blinds --- Unlike Babylon and Assyria, whose pride came from their military power, Moab’s pride was in her lush, fertile land (Isaiah 16:6-10).  She believed that her excellent husbandry of the land, allowed it to prosper, forgetting that God gave the rich soil, rain, and sunshine that made fields and vineyards prosper.  Here is the warning for Christians.  I can convince myself that God blesses me so that the good things that I acquire are solely the result of my hard work, intelligence or ability.   When I do this, I am blind to seeing God’s careful provision and outstanding goodness.  There is but one Fount of Every Blessing.  “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches; but, let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows Me, that I AM the LORD.”  Jeremiah 9:23, 24.
B.   When Heathens Cannot Depend on “God’s People,” Well . . . Should You? -- One starts reading the Syria (Aram) prophecy in Isaiah 17 and notes that only the first three verses deal with Syria.   The Spirit says that Damascus, its capital, and other cities will become pasture rather than places of people.  The few people who survive will link themselves with “God’s people” Israel, He says, a bad move since Israel had “forgotten the God of your salvation and have not remembered the Rock of your refuge.” (Isaiah 17:10).    Two centuries of idolatry in Israel beginning with its first Jewish king, Jeroboam I, (I Kings 12:25-33) are mingled with a superficial worship to God.  The result: God’s anger and rebuke.   Damascus falls to Assyrian King Tiglath-Pileser III in 732 BC, reducing the kingdom of Aram to a province of Assyria.  Eleven years later in 722 BC, the Assyrians conquer Israel’s capital, Samaria, after a horrible three-year siege.  Israelites are taken into exile, and this northern kingdom, like Aram, becomes a province of Assyria (2 Kings 17), never to emerge as a kingdom again.  It strikes me that sometimes persons glom onto a religious group because they like it.  It’s comfortable, and even teaches some of God’s word.  While this may create a nice fit, it may not create the desired outcome.  “Depart from Me, I never knew you” are words no one wants to hear.
C. Where Could I Go, But to the Lord – No matter where Judah turned, there was no security, except when she turned upward to the Lord of Heaven and Earth.  To the west was Philistia, who was sentenced as a failing nation.  To the east was Moab, also to judged sinful.  To the north was Assyria, Babylon, Israel and Syria, all of whom had verdicts of flops, catastrophes and breakdowns.  To the south was Egypt, whom Isaiah 18 calls a failed state.  The protection, security and blessings that Judah wanted, would come solely from the Hand of God.  For His part, He wanted all nations to abandon their idols and find their security in Him Alone.  After the Assyrians’ siege of the northern kingdom, Judah’s King Hezekiah invited the Israelite remnant to join Judah to celebrate Passover in Jerusalem as God directed.  “Some men . . . humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem.”  2 Chronicles 30:11.   Adversity did for them what riches had not – brought them to realize they are helpless and utterly dependent on God.  C.S. Lewis writes that God whispers to us in our pleasure, but shouts to us in our pain.  If your attempts to look around for security have failed, now is the time for you to look up where God could well be shouting for your attention.  Still looking for worldly solutions to your problems?  How’s that working out for you?   Better to look up and listen.
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The next section is chapters 18-23, wherein the Spirit will warn Judah not to trust foreign powers for its salvation, since even mighty kingdoms fall, even those with military strength, economic prosperity or other gods.   The place of trust, He maintains, belongs solely in Hands of the LORD God Almighty.

In this second half of the 8th century BC, Assyria and Egypt fought for control of the nations in between their two countries.  Egypt is the waning world empire and Assyria, the ascending empire.  In the prior chapter, we read that Judah should not see Assyria as an ally—for example, in its interests to stave off Egypt.  In addition, in chapters 18-20, we will note that Judah should also not see Egypt (ruled by the powerful Pharaohs of Cush) as being its ally either to stave off the Assyrians.   In the end, the Person offering security and hope is clear.  “Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we (Jews) trust in the Name of the LORD our God.” Psalm 20:7.
Read all the way through chapter 23, then answer questions.  
Chapter 18

1Woe to the land shadowed with buzzing wings, which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia,
First is a prophecy of the land, not named, that is “beyond Ethiopia” (verse 1, Ethiopia is also called Cush or Kush in some translations, which is the transliteration of the Hebrew word in the verse.  Ethiopia is the transliteration of “Aithiopia,” the classical Greek word for the nation, which was picked up by the classical Romans and, from there, entered the English language.).  This is the nation directly south of Egypt, which lands start at the first cataract of the Nile River (at approximately the current location of Aswan in present day Egypt).  Classical Ethiopia is approximately the size of the present-day countries Sudan, Eritria, Somalia and Ethiopia (plus the lower ¼ of Egypt).    The Nile and other secondary rivers run through Cush (Ethiopia).   In Isaiah’s time, kings of Cush dominated Egypt.
Approx. 730 BC -- King Piye (also listed in older English texts as Piankhi, reigning from 752-721 BC) of Cush, conquers Egypt and begins to rule as Pharaoh.  He founds Egypt’s 25th dynasty.   
721 BC – Pharaoh Shabaka, either a brother or son of Piye, rules Egypt and Cush.
706 BC -- Pharaoh Shebitku (or Shabatka), King of Cush, son of Piye, rules Egypt and Cush.

690 BC – Taharqa (also called Tirhakah), Pharaoh of Egypt and King of Cush,  son of Piye, rules all of an expanded Egypt from the Nile Delta to both the Blue Nile and White Nile Rivers.  

2 Which sends ambassadors by sea, even in vessels of reed on the waters, saying, “Go, swift messengers, to a nation tall and smooth of skin, to a people terrible from their beginning onward, a nation powerful and treading down, whose land the rivers divide.”

The land beyond Ethiopia (Egypt? Or another nation, such as Philistia and Moab?) sends ambassadors to Ethiopia seeking help from it (Ethiopia being the nation tall and smooth [smooth is literally “shaved”] and a nation powerful).  Why?   Because the Assyrians are a world power and “nations beyond” such as perhaps Egypt, Philistia, Moab and Syria will seek alliances with Ethiopia to keep the Assyrians from dominating their countries.  Judah will be tempted to join a political alliance with the powerful Ethiopians.
3 All inhabitants of the world and dwellers on the earth: when He lifts up a banner on the mountains, you see it; and when He blows a trumpet, you hear it.
“He” is, I believe, God. “You” are the nations.  Whenever God has lifted the banner or blown the trumpet of war, calling whichever nation He has wanted to do His bidding, they have listened and obeyed.  (see Isaiah 5:17 and 7:18 for examples of how God calls nations and they obey).
4 For so the LORD said to me, “I will take My rest, and I will look from My dwelling place like clear heat in sunshine, like a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest.”
God is not worried as to what alliances nations are planning.  He is resting.  God rejects the concept of an alliance with Ethiopia because He is more than able to deal with the Assyrians Himself, mustering an army from any nation as soon as He raises a call for one of them to come (verse 3).  He will do the right thing at the appropriate time.  
Young’s Literal Translation translates the phrase “like clear heat in sunshine” in this way:  “as a clear heat on an herb.”  Clear heat is a welcomed thing to the herb.   Likewise, cool dew in the heat of harvest is also welcomed. 

5 For before the harvest, when the bud is perfect and the sour grape is ripening in the flower, He will both cut off the sprigs with pruning hooks and take away and cut down the branches.

The mighty branches and sprigs that are now the Assyrians are taken away, pruned by God, before they have come to full fruit.
6 They will be left together for the mountain birds of prey and for the beasts of the earth; the birds of prey will summer on them, and all the beasts of the earth will winter on them.

The Assyrians are so decimated that no one is around to bury their many dead persons.  These become food for birds and wild animals in summer and in winter (too much to eat in one season).
7 In that time a present will be brought to the LORD of hosts from a people tall and smooth of skin, and from a people terrible from their beginning onward, a nation powerful and treading down, whose land the rivers divide—to the place of the name of the LORD of hosts, to Mount Zion.

In the future, Ethiopia will worship at the temple of the LORD in Mount Zion, bringing a present (tribute, sacrifice).  This may have been fulfilled in some way close to Isaiah’s time.  For example, many brought gifts to King Hezekiah in Jerusalem after God’s defeat of the Assyrian king (2 Chronicles 32:23), so that Hezekiah’s nation was exalted among the nations.
However, if we take “Mount Zion” to mean Christ’s Kingdom (including His Church), which is spiritual and not physical, we know verse 7 was fulfilled in part in the first century AD in Acts 8:26-40, when an Ethiopian came to worship the LORD at Jerusalem, later on that trip becoming a Christian at the preaching of Philip (after the two men studied Christ and the kingdom, beginning from the book of Isaiah, chapter 53).   
As info substantiating the significant spread of early Christianity in Ethiopia, the so-called Garima Gospels are ancient texts written in the Ethiopian language of the 4th to 6th century AD (language is called Ge-ez) and consist of the first four books of the New Testament and date from approximately 530-560 AD.   
Note: There is no rebuke of Ethiopia in this passage, as I see it.  Rather God is explaining that an alliance with Ethiopia would be well intentioned, but unnecessary.   Did Ethiopia fight Assyria?  Yes, in approximately 701 BC, when Tirhakah fought Assyrian King Sennacherib, 2 Kings 19:9.
Please continue reading through chapter 23.
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At this time controlled by the Kings of Cush, Egypt had been the world empire but correctly saw that Assyria was ascending to that title.  They encouraged their neighboring nations to fight against the advancing Assyrian army.  Find out what the LORD predicts that Egypt will receive in the coming years.
Chapter 19
1The burden against Egypt.
Behold, the LORD rides on a swift cloud, and will come into Egypt; the idols of Egypt will totter at His presence, and the heart of Egypt will melt in its midst.

This is a repeat lesson, reminiscent of the former smiting by God, Exodus 12:12
2 “I will set Egyptians against Egyptians; everyone will fight against his brother, and everyone against his neighbor, city against city, kingdom against kingdom.
3 The spirit of Egypt will fail in its midst; I will destroy their counsel, and they will consult the idols and the charmers, the mediums and the sorcerers.
4 And the Egyptians I will give into the hand of a cruel master, and a fierce king will rule over them,” says the Lord, the LORD of hosts.

These depressed people get a despot for a ruler.  Would this cruel master be Pharoah Piye of Cush (approx. 730 BC) or King Esarhaddon of Assyria (671 BC)?   
5 The waters will fail from the sea, and the river will be wasted and dried up.
The nation’s whole economy depended on the River, which the Egyptians referred to as the Sea.

6 The rivers will turn foul; the brooks of defense will be emptied and dried up; the reeds and rushes will wither.
Sounds a bit like the time when the River became foul during the plaques on Egypt (Exodus 7:14-25)

7 The papyrus reeds by the River, by the mouth of the River, and everything sown by the River, will wither, be driven away, and be no more.

The River is the Nile.
8 The fishermen also will mourn; all those will lament who cast hooks into the River, and they will languish who spread nets on the waters.
9 Moreover those who work in fine flax and those who weave fine fabric will be ashamed;
10 And its foundations will be broken.  All who make wages will be troubled of soul.
11 Surely the princes of Zoan are fools; Pharaoh’s wise counselors give foolish counsel.  How do you say to Pharaoh, “I am the son of the wise, the son of ancient kings?”
Greek name for Zoan, a chief city, is Tanis, located in the eastern Nile Delta.  The fields of Zoan, according to Psalm 78:12,43, are where Moses performed his wondrous works before Pharaoh to convince him to release the Hebrews from slavery.

12 Where are they?  Where are your wise men?  Let them tell you now, and let them know what the LORD of hosts has purposed against Egypt.
13 The princes of Zoan have become fools; the princes of Noph are deceived; they have also deluded Egypt,
Those who are the mainstay of its tribes.

Noph is the Hebrew name.  The Greek name for this chief city is Memphis, which is located near present day Cairo.

14 The LORD has mingled a perverse spirit in her midst; and they have caused Egypt to err in all her work, as a drunken man staggers in his vomit.
For Israel to join with unrepentant Egypt would be like becoming allies with a divided nation, with a collapsed economy, a nation without wisdom, that totters around like a drunk who befouls himself. 

15 Neither will there be any work for Egypt, which the head or tail, palm branch or bulrush, may do.
Compare to Isaiah 9:14-16, where same picture is used.
16 In that day Egypt will be like women, and will be afraid and fear because of the waving of the hand of the LORD of hosts, which He waves over it. 

In verses 16-25, the Spirit gives the answer.  Israel should not turn to Egypt, because one day, Egypt will repent and turn to the LORD.  Better that Israel just continue to serve God, the Source of everyone’s strength.

Notice how many times the Spirit will say “in that day” (verse 16, 18, 19, 23, 24).  There is a better day coming for Egypt.  God is kind and good when people repent.  He will bless Egypt.
17 And the land of Judah will be a terror to Egypt; everyone who makes mention of it will be afraid in himself, because of the counsel of the LORD of hosts which He has determined against it.
18 In that day five cities in the land of Egypt will speak the language of Canaan and swear by the LORD of hosts; one will be called the City of Destruction.

“Destruction” is Hebrew word “Heres,” perhaps because of destruction of God on Egypt.  The Septuagint translation here reads “City of Righteousness,” instead of “City of Destruction.”  The Dead Sea Scrolls here read “City of Sun” because it, I understand, places the Hebrew word “Heres” with a “het” rather than a “he.”  If this is the case, then the Egyptian city and district of On (called by the classical Greeks as Heliopolis, the City of the Sun) is under consideration.  This area in the Nile Delta was a seat of idolatry to the sun god, so the idea is that idolatry even here would cease.
19 In that day there will be an altar to the LORD in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar to the LORD at its border. 
The Hebrew historian Josephus, who lived from 37-100 AD, said, “. . . the son of Onias the high priest, who was of the same name with his father, and who fled to king Ptolemy, who was called Philometor, lived now at Alexandria, as we have said already. When this Onias saw that Judea was oppressed by the Macedonians and their kings, out of a desire to purchase to himself a memorial and eternal fame, he resolved to send to king Ptolemy and queen Cleopatra, to ask leave of them that he might build a temple in Egypt like to that at Jerusalem, and might ordain Levites and priests out of their own stock. The chief reason why he was desirous so to do, was, that he relied upon the prophet Isaiah, who lived about six hundred years before, and foretold that there certainly was to be a temple built to Almighty God in Egypt by a man that was a Jew. . . . 'for the prophet Isaiah foretold, that there should be an altar in Egypt to the Lord God: and many other such things did he prophesy relating to that place.'" (The Wars of the Jews, vii., 10, § 3. by Josephus) 

Still, according to the next verse, it appears that this will be a spiritual change, not a physical one.
20 And it will be for a sign and for a witness to the LORD of hosts in the land of Egypt; for they will cry to the LORD because of the oppressors, and He will send them a Savior and a Mighty One, and He will deliver them. 
Peace spreads from a few cities (v 18) to a country (v 19) to the world (v 23).

To His credit, at some future time, God will send to Egypt and the world, His Chosen Champion and our Hero, who is The Messiah.

21 Then the LORD will be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians will know the LORD in that day, and will make sacrifice and offering; yes, they will make a vow to the LORD and perform it. 
22 And the LORD will strike Egypt, He will strike and heal it; they will return to the LORD, and He will be entreated by them and heal them.
23 In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian will come into Egypt and the Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians will serve with the Assyrians.

Later Isaiah will speak of a highway that Christ will make for all Christians to walk upon.  Stay tuned.
24 In that day Israel will be one of three with Egypt and Assyria—a blessing in the midst of the land, 
25 whom the LORD of hosts shall bless, saying, “Blessed is Egypt My people, and Assyria the work of My hands, and Israel My inheritance.”

At this blessed future time (which I would indicate is happening right now in the Lord’s Church), both Jews and Gentiles can say that they are the people of God, the work of God’s Hands, and the ones who inherit God’s blessings, when they become Christians.
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Chapter 20

1In the year that Tartan came to Ashdod, when Sargon the king of Assyria sent him, and he fought against Ashdod and took it, 

“Tartan” is “Commander in Chief,” the second in command of the army, under the king himself.

The year is 711 BC.  For four years under the Ethiopian-dynasty Pharaohs, the nation of Egypt had encouraged and invited nations to its north to resist the Assyrian advance (which resistance was in Egypt’s interests) and promised to be of assistance to them.   The Philistine nation had 5 city states -- Ashkelon, Ekron, Gaza, Gath and Ashdod.  Ashdod was the one farthest north, on the Mediterranean coast and about 33 miles west of Jerusalem.  
When Ashdod rebels, King Sargon II of Assyria (722-705 BC) replaces their king or kings (Ahimiti and Azuri, possibly the same person) with another, a man named Yamani (Jaman).  When the rebellion continues, however, under Yamani, then pleas for help go out from Ashdod to Judah, Moab, and Edom. Sargon II sends his second in command, who reduces Ashdod to an Assyrian province, and forces “the usurper Yamani” to flee to Egypt. 

Egypt's promised help never materializes. In fact, the Egyptian Pharaoh hands Yamani over to the Assyrians in chains to avoid an Assyrian attack.
2 at the same time the LORD spoke by Isaiah the son of Amoz, saying, “Go, and remove the sackcloth from your body, and take your sandals off your feet.” And he did so, walking naked and barefoot.

Isaiah becomes a word picture of what would happen to Egypt.
3 Then the LORD said, “Just as My servant Isaiah has walked naked and barefoot three years for a sign and a wonder against Egypt and Ethiopia, 

4 so shall the king of Assyria lead away the Egyptians as prisoners and the Ethiopians as captives, young and old, naked and barefoot, with their buttocks uncovered, to the shame of Egypt. 

Isaiah's prophecy was fulfilled in 701 BC when the Assyrians defeated Egypt at Eltekeh.   Later King Esarhaddon of Assyria conquers Egypt in 671 B.C.
5 Then they shall be afraid and ashamed of Ethiopia their expectation and Egypt their glory. 

6 And the inhabitant of this territory will say in that day, ‘Surely such is our expectation, wherever we flee for help to be delivered from the king of Assyria; and how shall we escape?’”

God makes the answer plain.  Trust Him, not Egypt.
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As horrible as the first five oracles were, the next five will be more terrible still in chapters 21-23.   Read through chapter 23 then answer the questions.  
Chapter 21

1The burden against the Wilderness of the Sea.
As whirlwinds in the South pass through, so it comes from the desert, from a terrible land.
This second oracle or sentence begins with an image of a land reduced to waste by invaders.  This image is against Babylon (verse 9) and is enigmatically called the burden against the wilderness of the sea.  “The desert” is west and south of the Babylonians aside the Persian Gulf.  As the hot wind comes off the Negev desert, so terrible trouble will come to Babylon.
2 A distressing vision is declared to me; the treacherous dealer deals treacherously, and the plunderer plunders.  Go up, O Elam!  Besiege, O Media!  All its sighing I have made to cease.

The trouble comes from the Elamites and the Medes.   The Medes and Persians will eventually conquer the Babylonian Empire in 539 BC.  
3 Therefore my loins are filled with pain; pangs have taken hold of me, like the pangs of a woman in labor.  I was distressed when I heard it; I was dismayed when I saw it.
4 My heart wavered, fearfulness frightened me; the night for which I longed He turned into fear for me.
Understanding that Babylon is to be conquered completely undid Isaiah, so to speak.

5 Prepare the table, set a watchman in the tower, eat and drink.  Arise, you princes, anoint the shield!

In contrast to Isaiah’s horror, now a meal is being prepared, but the prophet says this is no time to eat and drink, rather he wants them to prepare for war and protect themselves (as he puts it “Arise and anoint the shield”).  

Two meals between Judah and Babylon come to mind: 1) how Judah hosted the Babylonian prince Merodach-Baladan (also called Berodach-Baladan), which we will read about later in chapter 39, and this simple ambassadorial visit ends horribly wrong for Judah (in essence Judah is preparing a feast for the very persons whose descendants will be carrying them away captive years later), and 2) how the Babylonians are feasting at table when told their kingdom is collapsing (in Daniel 5).  Since Isaiah is so shaken, is it possible that the visit of Merodach-baladan is the more troubling to him?  Is he understanding the consequences of such a visit --- that Judah, because of this visit and the treasures they reveal, will have to fight, to lose, and to send their nation—and their children—and their worship of the True God into captivity?
6 For thus has the Lord said to me: “Go, set a watchman, let him declare what he sees.”
7 And he saw a chariot with a pair of horsemen, a chariot of donkeys, and a chariot of camels, and he listened earnestly with great care.
The sentry sees (Young’s Literal Translation) “a chariot -- a couple of horsemen, the rider of a donkey, the rider of a camel.”  The Greek historian Xenophon (c. 430 – 354 BC) says that this is how the Persian army marches (Cyropaedia 1.6, 10; 4.3-5; 6.1, 28; 7.4, 17, by Xenophon), with riders in chariots ahead of trains of donkeys and camels.
“He listened earnestly with great care” is literally “he has given attention -- He has increased attention.”  Here is a man who is earnest in his work.
8 Then he cried, “A lion, my Lord!  I stand continually on the watchtower in the daytime; I have sat at my post every night.  

Because the Hebrew text does not contain quotation marks, some translations indicate that the sentry is a veritable lion (a powerful, keen watcher), as in this translation of the verse, “And he cries -- a lion, `On a watch-tower my lord, I am standing continually by day, and on my ward I am stationed whole nights.’”

The Dead Sea Scrolls version of this verse reads “Then the observer cried, ‘My Lord.  I stand . . .’”

9 And look, here comes a chariot of men with a pair of horsemen!”  Then he answered and said, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen!  And all the carved images of her gods he has broken to the ground.”

Physical Babylon fell several times to the Assyrians in 710, 702, 689, and 648, and to the Medes and Persians in 539 B.C., among others. The Medes were allies of the Babylonians in the earlier battles, then one of their conquerors in 539 BC. 

In the book of Revelation, evil “Babylon” falls again (Revelation 16:9 and chapters 17 and 18).
10 Oh, my threshing and the grain of my floor!  That which I have heard from the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, I have declared to you.

To Isaiah, the Jews are oppressed so much, they are like the grain on the threshing floor that is pounded and beaten.  Still, the information they hear is directly from the LORD of hosts, the Jehovah of armies.  Heaven rules in the kingdoms of men.

In some translations “my threshing and the grain of my floor” is rendered “O my threshed and winnowed one” indicating that although they are crushed in the threshing floor, they are still God’s people.
11 The burden against Dumah.  
He calls to me out of Seir, “Watchman, what of the night?  Watchman, what of the night?”
In this instance, it appears that Isaiah is the watchman (sentry).  

If I understand things right, “Dumah” can be a play on words.  The Akkadian term (Akkadian is language base for Assyria and Babylonia) for nation of Edom is “Udummu” (Greek word is Idumea).  In addition, “dumah” is Hebrew word for “silent,” which is what we determine about Edom’s fate here – nothing but silence.   

Seir is Edom.   Edom is the nation south of Judah’s Dead Sea.   The name Edom means "red" in Hebrew, and is given to Esau, Abraham’s grandson and Isaac’s oldest son, who gives up his birthright for a bowl of "red pottage,” which term the Spirit uses in irony since he was also born "red all over.”  Genesis 25:30.  In addition, his brother Jacob (who becomes Israel) tricks him out of his father’s blessing.  Genesis 25:19-34; 27:1-40.  Not surprising, there is hostility between the nations of Esau and Jacob (Israel and Judah). 

The land of Esau’s descendants is Edom.   Mount Seir is a range of mountains in Edom from the southeast of the Dead Sea to the Gulf of Aqaba (Gulf of Eliat).
12 The watchman said, “The morning comes, and also the night.  If you will inquire, inquire; return! Come back!”

There are cycles of good (morning or daylight) and cycles of bad (night or darkness) coming.  It is foolish for Judah to depend on Edom for security and protection.  There is no stability in that nation.
Still, Edom should keep asking for God’s help (“if you will inquire, inquire” and “come back” to God who holds the answers Edom wants).

The Assyrian oppression (the cycle of “the night” above) did end, but the Edomites were then subjected to the Babylonians as the next world leaders, then the Persians the world leaders after that and at last, by the Romans.  In 70 AD, Edom disappears from history.

13 The burden against Arabia.  
In the forest in Arabia you will lodge, oh you traveling companies of Dedanites.
The Dedanites are a tribe of traders, Ezekiel 27:20.  

There are permanent forests in Arabia, located mostly in Yemen and parts of western Oman and southwestern Saudi Arabia. Some of the notable ones are Jabal Bura’, Jabal Raymah and Jabal Badaj in the Yemeni highland escarpment, and in the Dhofar region of Oman.   These forests are considered part of the Afrotropic Ecozone, which also includes all of Africa south of the Sahara Desert.
14 O inhabitants of the land of Tema, bring water to him who is thirsty; with their bread they met him who fled.
Tema’ is the Arabic transliteration of Tayma, a large oasis with a long history of settlement, located in northwestern Saudi Arabia at the point where the trade route between Yathrib (also called Medina) and Duma (also called Dumat al-Jandal or simply as al-Jawf, which belongs to one of the 12 sons of Ishmael) begins to cross the Nefud desert. Tema’ is located 164 miles southeast of the city of Tabouk, and about 250 miles north of Medina.
Assyrian King Tiglath-Pileser III received tribute from Tema’, and Assyrian King Sennacherib named one of Nineveh’s gates as the Desert Gate, recording that "the tribute of the Sumu'anite and the Teymeite (people of Tema – jb) enter through it."   
As the Babylonians march southward into Judah and what is left of Moab and Edom, various persons from those nations flee to the Tema’ oasis.  

15 For they fled from the swords, from the drawn sword, from the bent bow, and from the distress of war.
16 For thus the LORD has said to me: “Within a year, according to the year of a hired man, all the glory of Kedar will fail; 
The Kedarites (also spelled as Cedarites/Cedarenes, Cedar/Kedar/Qedar, and Kingdom of Cedar/Qedar) were a largely nomadic Arab and Semitic tribe. Described as the most organized of the northern Arabian tribes, at the peak of its power in the 6th century BC, it controls a large region between the Persian Gulf and the Sinai Peninsula.

The Kedarites are named after Kedar, the second son of Ishmael.  Genesis 25:13 and 1 Chronicles 1:29.  

The earliest mention of the Kedarites from outside the Bible comes from Assyrian inscriptions discovered by archaeologists that list the names of Qedarite kings of the 8th and 7th centuries BC, who revolted and were defeated in battle, as well as those who paid tribute, including Zabibe, queen of the Arabs.

17 and the remainder of the number of archers, the mighty men of the people of Kedar, will be diminished; for the LORD God of Israel has spoken it.”

God ordains whether nations succeed or fail.  Even the mighty and powerful of Kedar face God’s judgment.   Safety and security are found in God Alone.

Little is recorded concerning Arabia.   Jeremiah 49:28-29 describes that the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar attacks Kedar.  There are no “people of Kedar” today.

Isaiah

This chapter, the fourth in the second set of five oracles, focuses on Judah’s failure and its lack of stewardship.  The people who support King Ahaz have an ungodly attitude of smugness.  When King Ahaz of Judah turned to Assyria’s king for aid, “he came against [Ahaz] and afflicted him instead of strengthening him.”  2 Chronicles 28:20.  King Ahaz plundered God’s temple in Jerusalem to send Assyria gifts of silver and gold.  Making an alliance with a pagan nation drove Judah further away from Go and more deeply into idol worship  2 Kings 16.  What trouble King Ahaz caused his own people.  
In this chapter, three aspects of life in Judah receive focus: 1) the city of Jerusalem (verses 1-14) that cannibalizes itself thinking that will make it safe, 2) the individual Shebna (verses 15-19), a powerful worldly man concerned only about personal glory, and 3) the family of one man Eliakim (verses 20-25), who is at risk of becoming the focal point of the security of others, which could be disastrous (verses 23-24).

Chapter 22

1The burden against the Valley of Vision.
What ails you now, that you have all gone up to the housetops,
"Valley of vision" refers to Jerusalem (cf. vv. 5, 9-10).  Isaiah pictured it as the psychologically depressed place (see Psalm 125:2) where he received a depressing vision, namely, the inevitable judgment that would come on the City. In this valley, there was a notable lack of vision among God's people when it came to seeing things from His perspective.  Everyone is looking down or around, and no one is looking up.
2 You who are full of noise, a tumultuous city, a joyous city?  Your slain men are not slain with the sword, nor dead in battle.
Jerusalem did not fall because of combat with swords.  It fell in 586 BC because of starvation during a siege.  

3 All your rulers have fled together; they are captured by the archers.  All who are found in you are bound together; they have fled from afar.
4 Therefore I said, “Look away from me, I will weep bitterly;  do not labor to comfort me because of the plundering of the daughter of my people.”
5 For it is a day of trouble and treading down and perplexity by the Lord GOD of hosts in the Valley of Vision—
breaking down the walls and of crying to the mountain.
God Himself would bring this terrible day upon Jerusalem.

“Breaking down the walls” is the enemy destroying the city’s defenses.   “Crying to the mountain” seems to be the people of Jerusalem crying toward the temple mount, but in their wickedness, their prayer goes not to the Temple atop the Mountain, wherein God dwells, but only lower to the mountain itself, which cannot answer or assist.


6 Elam bore the quiver with chariots of men and horsemen, and Kir uncovered the shield.
Two nations working with the Babylonians to besiege Jerusalem.  Elam is east of the nation of Babylon.  Kir is nation where the Assyrians had sent Israel into captivity.  2 Kings 16:9; Amos 1:5; 9:7 

7 It shall come to pass that your choicest valleys shall be full of chariots, and the horsemen shall set themselves in array at the gate.

The City’s siege would start in the surrounding countryside.  Before long, the enemy would be at the gate of the city.

8 He removed the protection of Judah.  You looked in that day to the armor of the House of the Forest;
God removes the protective shield around them because they would not look to Him in repentance.

“House of the Forest” is the House of the Forest of Lebanon in Jerusalem, a dwelling which King Solomon built for his own use (I Kings 7:1-12). It was in the form of a large hall of wooden supports, hence its name. It was 100 by 50 cubits, and 30 cubits high. The cedar pillars, totaling 45, were arranged in four rows and supported cedar beams. The hall was illuminated by three rows of windows. Scholars have suggested that the House became an armory or royal guardhouse (I Kings 10:17, 21; II Chronicles 9:16, 20).  

9 You also saw the damage to the city of David, that it was great; and you gathered together the waters of the lower pool.
10 You numbered the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses you broke down to fortify the wall.
11 You also made a reservoir between the two walls for the water of the old pool.  But you did not look to its Maker, nor did you have respect for Him who fashioned it long ago. 

There are two city walls, one inside the other.  In peacetime, squatters would build homes between the walls.  Now at war, the homes are broken down and water fills the space between the walls creating a moat (and a source of drinking water during the siege).  This is a great engineering idea.  But, the most important idea was never accomplished – asking God to help them.  When the crisis comes, pray and assure that things are right between you and your God first.  Then move into action.

12 And in that day the Lord GOD of hosts called for weeping and for mourning, for baldness and for girding with sackcloth.
13 But instead, joy and gladness, slaying oxen and killing sheep, eating meat and drinking wine:  “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die!”
14 Then it was revealed in my hearing by the LORD of hosts,  “Surely for this iniquity there will be no atonement for you, even to your death,” says the Lord GOD of hosts.
This unrealistic sense of self-sufficiency is maddening.  How dare they think that if they cannot help themselves, then no one can.  God can—and does—when we repent and ask for help, according to His will.
15 Thus says the Lord GOD of hosts: “Go, proceed to this steward, to Shebna, who is over the house, and say:
 He is steward (ruler) over the royal household (same word is used of Joseph, who is in charge of the palace and realm for Pharaoh, in Gen. 39:8-9; of Ahishar who is in charge over the palace for King Solomon, in 1 Kings 4:6; and Obadiah, who is in charge over the household for King Ahab, in 1 Kings 18:3). This was the highest office of state in both Israel and Judah, and sometimes the heir to the throne occupied it (as did future king Jotham on behalf of his father King Uzziah, in 2 Chronicles 26:21). As the royal steward, Shebna stood closest to the king, representing him when he was away from the king’s presence.  
16 ‘What have you here, and whom have you here, that you have hewn a sepulcher here, as he who hews himself a sepulcher on high, who carves a tomb for himself in a rock?
What right do you have to do this and what person do you think you are to do this and what right do you think you have to do this now, when you should be helping your fellow citizens prepare for the siege?

The wording of this verse is literally “What -- to thee here? And who -- to thee here? That thou hast hewn out to thee here -- a sepulchre? Hewing on high his sepulchre, Graving in a rock a dwelling for himself.”

Note how similar is the literal wording about Shebna to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem in the literal wording of verse 1, “What -- to thee, now, that thou hast gone up, All of thee -- to the roofs?”  The words “what to thee” indicate “what right do you have . . . ”.

17 Indeed, the LORD will throw you away violently, O mighty man, and will surely seize you.
18 He will surely turn violently and toss you like a ball into a large country; there you shall die, and there your glorious chariots shall be the shame of your master’s house.
“Violently turn and toss you like a ball” is also translated as “your coverer covering, wrapping round, wraps you round, O babbler.”  The idea is that God balls him up like a dirty rag to throw him away.

19 So I will drive you out of your office, and from your position he will pull you down.
Some translations read, “I will pull you down,” not “he will pull you down.”  1 Corinthians 10:12
20 ‘Then it shall be in that day, that I will call My servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah;
21 I will clothe him with your robe and strengthen him with your belt;  I will commit your responsibility into his hand.  He shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the house of Judah.
The Lord predicted that He would appoint Eliakim to a special position of authority, to replace proud Shebna. In chapters 36-37, Shebna and Eliakim are both serving King Hezekiah when Sennacherib invaded Jerusalem in 701 BC. Thus Shebna's humiliation and Eliakim's exaltation apparently occurred sometime after that. Eliakim would become a father to the people of Jerusalem in that he would care for them sacrificially at God's appointed time.
22 The key of the house of David I will lay on his shoulder; so he shall open, and no one shall shut; and he shall shut, and no one shall open.
“He shall open and no one shut.”   His word is final.

23 I will fasten him as a peg in a secure place, and he will become a glorious throne to his father’s house.
24 ‘They will hang on him all the glory of his father’s house, the offspring and the posterity, all vessels of small quantity, from the cups to all the pitchers. 
Fastened in a secure place, he becomes important to many Jews and is appreciated for his service.  God understands the heavy burdens he will have to carry.

25 In that day,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘the peg that is fastened in the secure place will be removed and be cut down and fall, and the burden that was on it will be cut off; for the LORD has spoken.’”

As good and useful as he is, even great men must die.  Good Eliakim cannot live forever.  He will die and will be sorely missed since all those persons who depended upon him now have nowhere to go.

Thought to Ponder in Isaiah 22

The Lesson from Eliakim – Some of us have excellent role models who are wonderful, helpful people.  There is a danger there.  We can start depending on them as the be all and end all.  We put them on pedestals.  We dote on them as special and knowledgeable and excellent.  This is a problem.   We should not find true rest or solace either in regular folks or even in excellent, capable people.  We should seek security and protection in God Alone.  He can carry us.  We can depend on Him forever.   Are you thankful to Him for bringing you this far?   Let Him know every day.  Now, do yourself a favor: stop depending on people to see you through, whether excellent parents, or grandparents, or family members, children or grandchildren or brethren or coworkers or people in the world.   They may want to help, and could be quite capable, but the time is coming—or has already arrived—when they just cannot.  Lean on The Everlasting Arms.  Make Him your strength.
Isaiah

In chapter 19, we noted that Egypt at last would be brought a Saviour, and would become God’s people, just like the Jews.  We noted that early Christians were in Jerusalem from Egypt (Acts 2:8) and heard the first sermon about Christ and His Kingdom, which includes the Church.  We noted that just as today, anyone whether Egyptian or Jew can partake in salvation.  In this chapter, notice there are also two parts.  In verses 1-14, if I have it right, Tyre is shown to be ungodly and not unlike evil “Babylon” in Revelation 17-18.   But in verses 15-end of chapter, she is remembered by God.  While she still makes a living as a harlot, all her funds feed and cloth God’s people.
Chapter 23

1The burden against Tyre.
Wail, you ships of Tarshish! For it is laid waste, so that there is no house, no harbor; from the land of Cyprus, it is revealed to them.

Tarshish is believed to be a city or area far away.  As early as the 1930s scholars indicated it was Tartessos in modern Spain.  This has not been confirmed.  Assyrian writing indicates that it is an island country, which would rule it out.  Some believe that Tarshish is the island of Sardinia.  Others believe it is island of Madagascar.  Still others believe that it is a corruption of Thiruketheeswaram a site in northwest Ceylon, of the coast of India.  Suffice it to say, nobody knows.
2 Be still, you inhabitants of the coastland, you merchants of Sidon, whom those who cross the sea have filled.

Dead Sea Scrolls reads “your messengers passing over the sea” in place of “whom those who cross the sea have filled.”

3 And on great waters the grain of Shihor, the harvest of the River, is her revenue; and she is a marketplace for the nations.

The River is the Nile.  The Egyptian wheat arrives in Tyre’s marketplace for sale and distribution to other areas of the Mediterranean.
4 Be ashamed, O Sidon; for the sea has spoken, the strength of the sea, saying, “I do not labor, nor bring forth children; neither do I rear young men, nor bring up virgins.”
Both Tyre and Sidon are cities in the nation of Phoenicia, although Tyre is the capital.  The loss of Tyre will be as an embarrassment to Sidon, her sister city.  The sea is as a mother to Tyre and brings many ships laden with goods to her for commerce.
5 When the report reaches Egypt, they also will be in agony at the report of Tyre.
6 Cross over to Tarshish; wail, you inhabitants of the coastland!
7 Is this your joyous city, whose antiquity is from ancient days, whose feet carried her far off to dwell?
8 Who has taken this counsel against Tyre, the crowning city, whose merchants are princes, whose traders are the honorable of the earth?
Tyre has no military might, but her international commerce has made her rich.

9 The LORD of hosts has purposed it, to bring to dishonor the pride of all glory, to bring into contempt all the honorable of the earth.
10 Overflow through your land like the River, O daughter of Tarshish; there is no more strength.
The River is the Nile.  Now that Tyre will be destroyed, Tarshish can gain power as a place of commerce.
11 He stretched out His hand over the sea, He shook the kingdoms; The LORD has given a commandment against Canaan to destroy its strongholds.
The sea belongs to Yahweh, not to Tyre.  As He shook Egypt and its River long ago (Exodus 14) so He will shake Tyre and the world at this time.

12 And He said, “You will rejoice no more, O you oppressed virgin daughter of Sidon.  Arise, cross over to Cyprus; there also you will have no rest.”
13 Behold, the land of the Chaldeans, this people which was not; Assyria founded it for wild beasts of the desert.  They set up its towers, they raised up its palaces, and brought it to ruin.

God's agent in the destruction of Tyre was first Assyria, then Babylonia, and finally Greece. Tiglath-pileser of Assyria set up a military governor in Tyre in 738 BC, and his successors imposed escalating restraints on the city because it stubbornly resisted foreign control. Alexander the Great finally wiped the city into the sea in 332 BC, leaving it uninhabitable.  Here Isaiah pointed to Assyria as the power God would use to cut back the influence of Tyre.   This city came under attack at least five times from Isaiah's day until its end.  Its invaders were Sennacherib (705-701 BC), Esarhaddon (679-671 BC), Nebuchadnezzar (585-573 BC), Artaxerxes III (343 BC), and Alexander (332 BC). Assyria had already done to the Chaldeans what the prophet foretold it would do to Tyre.    Sargon II attacked Babylon in 710 BC, and Sennacherib destroyed it about 10 years later.
14 Wail, you ships of Tarshish, for your strength is laid waste.

It would be foolish for the inhabitants of Jerusalem to put their trust in Tyre’s success.
15 Now it shall come to pass in that day that Tyre will be forgotten seventy years, according to the days of one king. At the end of seventy years it will happen to Tyre as in the song of the harlot:

No oppression will occur for a 70 year period.  
16 “Take a harp, go about the city, you forgotten harlot; make sweet melody, sing many songs, that you may be remembered.”
17 And it shall be, at the end of seventy years, that the LORD will deal with Tyre. She will return to her hire, and commit fornication with all the kingdoms of the world on the face of the earth. 

Tyre returns to her self advertisement for two reasons: 1) she is selfish and 2) she can make money.

18 Her gain and her pay will be set apart for the LORD; it will not be treasured nor laid up, for her gain will be for those who dwell before the LORD, to eat sufficiently, and for fine clothing.
Her work is for the advantage of God’s people.
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In this next section, chapters 24-27 there is no series of oracles, or verdicts, but rather a strong declaration that God will be victorious over His enemies.  How will He perform this?   First, by Mount Zion (26:1-6), which Christians recognize as a beautiful representation of God’s brilliant kingdom, which includes the church, and second, by the LORD Himself who reigns in Zion.
So in 24-27, look for poetry and symbolism, but most of all, see how Zion and its King in 26:1-6 is central to the will of God, changing weak into strong and taking empty waste and turning it into vibrant fellowship.  This occurs when people turn to Him.  As the chapters will show, where else can they turn?
Questions are at the end of chapter 27
Chapter 24
1Behold, the LORD makes the earth empty and makes it waste, distorts its surface and scatters abroad its inhabitants.
What great victory God has had over the nations (chapters 13-23).  It is as though no one is left upright.  The earth is a ghost town with tumbleweeds and wind, so to speak.
Does earth mean “earth” or “land”?   In a sense, it matters not.  Same word can mean the whole earth as in Genesis 1:1 “God created the heavens and the earth” or can mean a particular country as in Genesis 12:1 “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you.”   That said, verse 15 indicates “islands of the sea,” which seems to point to concept that earth means whole earth.  Remember his point is that the Jews who seek help by looking around have no earth, no land on which they can depend.  Their trust should be solely in God.  So it is for Christians today.  Your nation, other nations, your earth will not save you.  Only God is your salvation.
Notice who makes the earth/land empty and distorted.  He is Sovereign.
2 And it shall be: as with the people, so with the priest; as with the servant, so with his master; as with the maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with the lender, so with the borrower; as with the creditor, so with the debtor.
No one is immune from the disaster.

3 The land shall be entirely emptied and utterly plundered, for the LORD has spoken this word.

“The land” is same word as “earth” in verse 1 and “earth” and “world” in verse 4,5,6, etc. in the chapter.
4 The earth mourns and fades away, the world languishes and fades away; the haughty people of the earth languish.
With poetic language, it is the world/land saddened, languishing, fading and its proud people with it.  If the great cities of the earth/land are gone, then where will be the culture, riches, and arrogance of man’s accomplishments?
5 The earth is also defiled under its inhabitants, because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant.
6 Therefore the curse has devoured the earth, and those who dwell in it are desolate.  Therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men are left.

Verses 5 and 6 explain why the land is cursed (as in the time of the Flood) and the inhabitants are desolate, burned.
7 The new wine fails, the vine languishes, all the merry-hearted sigh.
8 The mirth of the tambourine ceases, the noise of the jubilant ends, the joy of the harp ceases.
9 They shall not drink wine with a song; strong drink is bitter to those who drink it.
The city’s inhabitants were supposed to have been wonderful, joyful, proud of their accomplishments; but, they are instead wretched in verses 7-9
10 The city of confusion is broken down; every house is shut up, so that none may go in.
11 There is a cry for wine in the streets, all joy is darkened, the mirth of the land is gone.
The city of meaninglessness is broken down.  Wine has failed.  You will remember that God had planted a vineyard, giving it every opportunity to produce beautiful fruit, but it produced only wild grapes.  In chapter 27, the good vine will appear, because God Himself will tend it.  In the end, it will be exactly as God wants.  In chapter 25 and 26, not this fallen city, but the good, strong city will appear, because God Himself will create it.
12 In the city desolation is left, and the gate is stricken with destruction.
13 When it shall be thus in the midst of the land among the people, it shall be like the shaking of an olive tree, like the gleaning of grapes when the vintage is done.

What despair they are suffering.  What hopelessness.  So few people are left, like a few good olives and a few good grapes here and there.  The good people are few and far between and are all that is left.
14 They shall lift up their voice, they shall sing; for the majesty of the LORD they shall cry aloud from the sea.
15 Therefore glorify the LORD in the dawning light, the name of the LORD God of Israel in the coastlands of the sea.
16 From the ends of the earth we have heard songs: “Glory to the righteous!” but I said, “I am ruined, ruined!
Woe to me!  The treacherous dealers have dealt treacherously, indeed, the treacherous dealers have dealt very treacherously.”
“Righteous” in NKJV in verse 16 is translated “Righteous One.”
There is still praise to God occurring from the few persons left (verse 13).  Praise cannot be stopped, because it is the truth, no matter what the situation.  God is worthy of praise, even if the world is crazed in its selfishness and idolatry.
“I am ruined” is literally “leanness to me” or “I waste away.”  The prophet takes this message hard, that God’s remaining few people (in the coast and from the ends of the earth/land) are still singing praises and meanwhile those many others, who should be God-fearing, are treacherous.

“Woe to me” is like the “woe” the prophet had for himself in 6:5 in seeing his sinfulness compared to God’s perfection.  Here it is condemnation because of the treachery of others.  It is hard to see others going to hell because of their indifference to The God.  If the ends of the earth/land can sing praise, why cannot these sinners who are supposed to be God’s own people, too?
“The treacherous . . .” phrase is horrible to hear.  It is poetic repetition, that sends chills down your spine.  Literally it is “ . . . for betrayers betray; with betrayal, betrayers betray . . .,” which shows their lack of ethics, morals, care.  How little they care for other people of the earth/land, for God.
17 Fear and the pit and the snare are upon you, O inhabitant of the earth.
18 And it shall be that he who flees from the noise of the fear shall fall into the pit, and he who comes up from the midst of the pit shall be caught in the snare; 
We cut this verse in half to show how pitiful is the evil person in 17-18a, and how broken is the physical earth/land below in verses 18b-23.  It holds no resting place for people.  The King will arrive now as in chapter 6 in terrifying and exquisite glory.  Earth cannot help but be shaken, as heaven had been in chapter 6 when God was there.

For the windows from on high are open, and the foundations of the earth are shaken.
19 The earth is violently broken, the earth is split open, the earth is shaken exceedingly.
The earth/land is falling apart and breaking down.  Who can stand?  No man, no power, no physical land/world.  Only God can stand reigning gloriously.  

“Windows from on high are open” sounds like the world wide Flood of Genesis 6.
20 The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall totter like a hut; its transgression shall be heavy upon it, and it will fall, and not rise again.
21 It shall come to pass in that day that the LORD will punish on high the host of exalted ones, and on the earth the kings of the earth.
Punished –see 10:22

“Exalted ones” = “powers,” so pagan gods or the haughty persons or beings who exalt themselves against The God.  So even the moon and sun, who are worshipped as exalted, will feel shame.
22 They will be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and will be shut up in the prison;  after many days they will be punished.
Punished – see 10:22
23 Then the moon will be disgraced and the sun ashamed;  for the LORD of hosts will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem and before His elders, gloriously.
Reading verse 18b-23, the physical earth/land is in ruins and ashamed.  Moon and sun are physical things that cannot be counted upon or worshipped as superior to The God of hosts.  They are disgraced and ashamed.  Only God reigns gloriously.  (Notice the verb “will.”   Can anything stop God from reigning?  Not when He wills it.)
Here is God Himself reigning on Mount Zion – Revelation 14:1.
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Read through chapter 27, then answer questions.
Chapter 25

1O LORD, You are my God.  I will exalt You, I will praise Your name, for You have done wonderful things; Your counsels of old are faithfulness and truth.
This is similar to the song  of sincere praise that Moses and the Israelites sang , Exodus  15:1,2
2 For You have made a city a ruin, a fortified city a ruin, a palace of foreigners to be a city no more; it will never be rebuilt.
3 Therefore the strong people will glorify You; the city of the terrible nations will fear You.
God’s people are united.  They are called “the strong people,” not many nations.
4 For You have been a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shade from the heat; for the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall.
5 You will reduce the noise of aliens, as heat in a dry place; as heat in the shadow of a cloud, the song of the terrible ones will be diminished.

“Terrible” means “ruthless, feared, tyrannical”

6 And in this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all people a feast of choice pieces, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of well-refined wines on the lees.
“On this mountain, the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of aged wine—the best of meats and the finest of wines.”  (English Standard Version).  We enjoy so many blessings in His Kingdom, which includes the blessing of the church that meets here.
Young translates “wine” as preserved things and preserved food.

See Revelation 19:6-8, the wedding supper of the Lamb.

Notice in verses 6-10a that it is God who is supplying the food and drink.  Man depends solely on Him.
7 And He will destroy on this mountain the surface of the covering cast over all people, and the veil that is spread over all nations.
The “covering” and “veil” are the death shroud or sheet enfolding and covering all people.   Hence, the next verse.

8 He will swallow up death forever, and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces; the rebuke of His people He will take away from all the earth; for the LORD has spoken.

1 Corinthians 15:54-57; Revelation 21:1-4.  As a Christian, you will live in triumph forever.  How does that strike you?
9 And it will be said in that day: “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us.  This is the LORD; we have waited for Him; we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation.”
10 For on this mountain the hand of the LORD will rest, and Moab shall be trampled down under Him, as straw is trampled down for the refuse heap.
While the people of other nations had repented and come to the LORD at Mount Zion, the peoples of Moab, had not, so will be trampled in their land as straw is trampled down in the manure.
11 And He will spread out His hands in their midst as a swimmer reaches out to swim, and He will bring down their pride together with the trickery of their hands.
Young’s Literal Translation reads, “And he (Moab -jb) spread out his hands in its midst, as spread out doth the swimmer to swim; and He (God –jb) hath humbled his excellency with the machinations of his hands.”

The internal pride they feel will save them is the very thing that kills.

12 The fortress of the high fort of your walls He will bring down, lay low, and bring to the ground, down to the dust.
Their internal pride is ruined in dung.  Their fortress was external security and it, too, is ruined.
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Chapter 26
1In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: “We have a strong city; God will appoint salvation for walls and bulwarks.
Psalm 48:8-14, Revelation 21:9,10 for more about God’s strong city.

2 Open the gates, that the righteous nation which keeps the truth may enter in.
Open the gates to this City of Righteousness so we can enter security, happiness, blessing, safety.  Psalm 15:1-5; 24:3-10; 118:19-22.
3 You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You.
Psalm 112:7,8; Matthew 6:24,25; Philippians 4:7

4 Trust in the LORD forever, for in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.
Will Judah trust nations or her Everlasting Rock?    The Rock of Ages stands.  Isaiah 17:10; 30:29; 44:8.  Exodus 33:21; Deuteronomy 32:4; 1 Samuel 2:2; 2 Samuel 22:2, 32.  Psalm 18:2; 19:14; 61:2.  1 Corinthians 10:4
5 For He brings down those who dwell on high, the lofty city; He lays it low, He lays it low to the ground, He brings it down to the dust.
6 The foot shall tread it down— the feet of the poor and the steps of the needy.”
7 The way of the just is uprightness; O Most Upright, You weigh the path of the just.
How kind is our LORD who makes the Path for us.  John 15: 6

8 Yes, in the way of Your judgments, O LORD, we have waited for You; the desire of our soul is for Your name and for the remembrance of You.
They don’t seek for their circumstances to change.  They wait and seek to understand Him better, His way and to understand His judgments.
9 With my soul I have desired You in the night, yes, by my spirit within me I will seek You early; for when Your judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.
10 Let grace be shown to the wicked, yet he will not learn righteousness; in the land of uprightness he will deal unjustly, and will not behold the majesty of the LORD.
11 LORD, when Your hand is lifted up, they will not see.   But they will see and be ashamed for their envy of people; yes, the fire of Your enemies shall devour them.
12 LORD, You will establish peace for us, for You have also done all our works in us.
Literal translation, “LORD, You will ordain peace for us: also for all our works You have wrought in us.

We work.  God works too.  God is our Helper, Hebrews 13:6.
13 O LORD our God, masters besides You have had dominion over us; but by You only we make mention of Your name.
14 They are dead, they will not live; they are deceased, they will not rise.  Therefore, You have punished and destroyed them, and made all their memory to perish.
15 You have increased the nation, O LORD, You have increased the nation; You are glorified; You have expanded all the borders of the land.
The Mountain of the Lord, His kingdom, including His church, continue to grow.  

16 LORD, in trouble they have visited You, they poured out a prayer when Your chastening was upon them.
“Prayer” is literally a quiet prayer made in a low voice.
17 As a woman with child is in pain and cries out in her pangs, when she draws near the time of her delivery, so have we been in Your sight, O LORD.
18 We have been with child, we have been in pain; we have, as it were, brought forth wind; we have not accomplished any deliverance in the earth, nor have the inhabitants of the world fallen.
19 Your dead shall live; together with My dead body  they shall arise.  Awake and sing, you who dwell in dust; for your dew is like the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.
“Your dead” are God’s dead, the ones He cares about, those who have died in the Lord.   “My dead body” is the body of the Lord.  Rather than providing a translation, the NIV provides a commentary for this verse, ““Yet we have this assurance: Those who belong to God will live; their bodies will rise again! Those who sleep in the earth will rise up and sing for joy! For God’s light of life will fall like dew on his people in the place of the dead!”
20 Come, my people, enter your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; hide yourself, as it were, for a little moment, until the indignation is past.
Isaiah instead of addressing God, as in the prior part of the chapter, now addresses the people.  Here is a warning for God’s people to take cover.  

“Is past” is the same Hebrew word describing the angel of death who passed over.  Exodus 12:12

21 For behold, the LORD comes out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity; the earth will also disclose her blood, and will no more cover her slain.
Since the beginning, there has been much bloodshed.  Each drop will be accounted for.

Isaiah

Continue reading through chapter 27, then answer the questions.
Chapter 27

1In that day the LORD with His severe sword, great and strong, will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent, Leviathan that twisted serpent; and He will slay the reptile that is in the sea.
Nothing is excepted.  All are punished, even the creature as horrifying as Leviathan (Job 3:8; Job 41).
2 In that day sing to her, “A vineyard of red wine!
“Vineyard of red wine” is literally “a desirable vineyard.”
“Her” means God’s people.
3 I, the LORD, keep it, I water it every moment; lest any hurt it, I keep it night and day.
John 15:1-8, “I am the Vine . . .  and my Father is the Master Gardener.”  We must be “in Christ” to benefit from the watering and lavished care from God, the Master Gardener.
God preserves His people -- Psalm 121:4-5; Matthew 21:33
4 Fury is not in Me.  Who would set briers and thorns against Me in battle?  I would go through them, I would burn them together.
There are no weeds in this vineyard.

5 Or let him take hold of My strength, that he may make peace with Me; and he shall make peace with Me.”

Literally, “He doth make peace with Me.  Peace he doth make with Me,”  so the first sentence is emphasizing “with Me” (his relationship is now with God, not against Him) and the second sentence emphasizes “Peace”  (his relationship is one of peace).  Peace comes when I know Who my Monarch is, what He expects and know I am doing His will. (Colossians – “the peace of God rule in your hearts.”)
6 Those who come, He shall cause to take root in Jacob; Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit.

“Those who come” are those who come to Mount Zion – God’s people.  In our time, these are Christians.  Citizens of the LORD’s kingdom.

“Take root in Jacob” means come to be grafted into the kingdom by God’s kindness.  We flourish.  We fill the world with fruit.

The picture of the vineyard ends here.
7 Has He struck Israel as He struck those who struck him?  Or has He been slain according to the slaughter of those who were slain by Him?
God has always shown restraint and special care when dealing with the Jews.
8 In measure, by sending it away, you contended with it.  He removes it by His rough wind in the day of the east wind.
It is true that God sent the Jews away (e.g., into captivity) when He wanted to discipline them.  But this harsh wind of punishment subsided.  

9 Therefore by this the iniquity of Jacob will be covered; and this is all the fruit of taking away his sin: when he makes all the stones of the altar like chalkstones that are beaten to dust, wooden images and incense altars shall not stand.
When Jacob (the Jews) crush their altars and tear down their pagan images, then God will cover (hide) their sins as though they were not.  He can forgive.
10 Yet the fortified city will be desolate, the habitation forsaken and left like a wilderness; there the calf will feed, and there it will lie down and consume its branches.
11 When its boughs are withered, they will be broken off; the women come and set them on fire.   For it is a people of no understanding; therefore He who made them will not have mercy on them, and He who formed them will show them no favor.
The old sin-ridden Jerusalem is so desolate that things that normally happen outside of cities are now occurring inside the city: calf feeding and women gathering dead wood for fires.

The city is desolate because they had no discernment, no willingness to obey God.
12 And it shall come to pass in that day that the LORD will thresh, from the channel of the River to the Brook of Egypt; and you will be gathered one by one, O you children of Israel.
“From the channel of the River (Euphrates River – jb) to the Brook of Egypt” is how God described the size of the nation of Israel.  Exodus 23:31
13 So it shall be in that day: the great trumpet will be blown; they will come, who are about to perish in the land of Assyria, and they who are outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall worship the LORD in the holy mount at Jerusalem.
What a beautiful day, when God will gather in the remnant of His people (those gleaned in 24:13).  On that great day, His citizens arrive from foreign nations.  They are not just the Jews but now the Gentiles are a part of His kingdom, which includes the church (Ephesians 1:10).

Here finishes the great section of chapters 24-27.  God has now summoned and accepted both Jews and Gentiles into His Mount and City, and, as their Most Excellent King, has prepared for them the best feast.  In no earthly nation can they ever trust.  In our God, we must ever trust.  
Question:  In 24:1-3, what phrases or words describe that the judgment of God will be total?
Question:  According to 24:5,6, why had this destruction occurred?

Question:  Please explain the benefits of obeying God as expressed in Joshua 1:7-9 and John 15:9-11.
Question:  In 24:13, the few righteous persons are left, surviving judgment on the earth/land.  What do they do according to verses 14-16a?
Question:  What prompts the few righteous to praise the LORD in 24:13 and 15:9 (see also Revelation 11:17-18, Revelation 14:3,4 and Revelation 7:10 for one of the reasons)?

Question:  Describe the judgment of heaven and earth/land—as well as The Reign—in 24:16b-23, and consider the reason given for this judgment.

Question:  In light of the coming judgment of Christ, how should you live (Matthew 25:31-46, 1 Peter 4:7-11, 2 Peter 3:10-14)?
Question:  In what way is the song of Isaiah 25:1, like Exodus 15:1,2?
Question:  In chapter 25, what did you find about God’s Sovereignty?

Question:  In this chapter, what did you find about God’s care of the needy?

Question:  In this chapter, what did you find about the blessings God gives to His people?

Question:  In this chapter, what does God promise to do about the problem of death (see also Isaiah 26:19; Genesis 2:17; Job 19:26; Daniel 12:2; 1 Corinthians 15:54; Hebrews 2:15; Revelation 7:17; Revelation 21:4; Revelation 22:3)?
Question:  In Isaiah 25:9, why are those who trust in God rejoicing (see Revelation 6:9-11; 7:9-12)?
Question:  What makes God’s City strong, according to 26:1?

Question:  Who dwells in God’s City, 26:2?

Question:  How can a person become righteous so he can enter God’s City?

Question:  In 26:3, those with “stayed” (NKJV) minds are in perfect peace.   “Stayed” means “steadfast, immovable, loyal, unchanging, firm.”   In what practical ways does a “stayed mind” trust God?

Question:  From 26:10-11, describe God’s attitude toward the wicked and the attitude of the wicked toward God.

Question:  In 26:12-15, did the Jews have other masters in their history and can you name a few?  Do they remember a lot about these old masters?  In comparison to the other masters they had, has God increased His kingdom, and what does this tell you about His power?
Question:  In 26:16-19,  have the Jews accomplished a lot by themselves?  According to verse 19, what can they accomplish with God’s power?

Question:  Why should the righteous people shut their doors and hide, in 26:20, 21?

Question:  Does even great Leviathan get a free pass from the punishment of God?

Question:  How is the song of the vineyard in 27:2-6 different from the song in Isaiah 5:1-7?

Question:  Why is God disciplining the Jews in 27:7-11?
Question:  According to 27:12, 13, how personal is God’s salvation?     Does He want only the healthiest ones to come to Him?    Does He want only ones from Judah to come to Him?
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