



eter, James and John watched as Jesus was transfigured before them and they saw Him speaking with Moses and Elijah. [Mark 9:1-13; 2 Peter 1:16-21]
Peter, shaken by the spectacle, said, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah” [Mark 9:5]. Shortly before this event, Peter had declared boldly that Jesus was the Christ (see Mark 8:29). But now he was willing to put Him on level ground with Moses and Elijah. God Himself responded to Peter’s blunder from the cloud around them, saying, “This is My beloved Son. Hear Him!” [Mark 9:7]
To any good Jew, Moses represented the Law of God and Elijah represented the prophets. It is understandable, then, how Peter could have been so enthusiastic about seeing them. But neither of them was Deity. Even the spiritually-minded apostle Peter sinned in his desire to worship two of the greatest heroes among God’s people in all of history. He wanted to build too many tabernacles, and God was displeased. 
Many religious or spiritually-minded people fall into the same error today. Some may put the word of Moses or the prophets ahead of the word of Christ, when God has clearly said that we must “hear Him!”. In other cases, it is school or work or family or sports or religion itself to which many are making tabernacles. When it comes to worshipping God, He has sanctified but one tabernacle. Let us worship in faith at the altar of His beloved Son, Jesus!



       

 -- Carl D. Ballard [carldballard@gmail.com]

The Apostle Paul begins the book of Romans with the emphatic declaration: “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes…” [Romans 1:16]. Ironically, however, he does not continue by expressing the joyous glory of such a gospel, but must first explain the sad news that “all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God” [Romans 3:23]. 
“The wrath of God is revealed” (1:18). God indeed has every right to exercise His judicial wrath on His creation. He has made man to know Him and to worship Him, but since the beginning of time man has rejected the knowledge of God and has therefore also rejected true worship. The result of rejecting the truth of God has brought with it a myriad of terrible consequences:

(1) Absolute guilt. Men are “without excuse” before God, since He has clearly revealed Himself by the creation He has made (1:19-20). In the judgment there will be none who can claim ignorance, and none will be exempt from the full penalty of God’s wrath.
(2) Futile thoughts, foolish hearts.  In rejecting the source of true wisdom, men have accepted their own invented versions of truth as a substitute. In the name of science, the glory of the incorruptible God has been “changed” into the non-glorious image of the creation itself, “like man – and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things” [Romans 1:23]. Evolution, for example, attempts to take God completely out of creation by claiming, in essence, that the creation created itself! Men claim to be wise, but their decisions and their actions betray that there is only futility and foolishness in their hearts (1:21-23).  
(3) “God…gave them up”.  By far the most terrifying consequence when man rejects God is that He allows men to continue to live on in the state of total dis-honor that is the result of not having Him in their lives. That is, their reprobate minds, devoid of any remembrance of God’s truth and goodness, devise all manner of evil, which comes back on them and curses them in an endless cycle. When the creature is put before the Creator, the only result can be that “creature” desires become the controlling drive to life. In Romans 1:24-32, Paul describes a long and disgusting “laundry-list” of the evil with which men defile themselves once they have taken God out of their conscience. It is perhaps astounding to remember that this list was written over two thousand years ago, because it sounds as though it might have come directly out of the front-page headlines of any of today’s major newspapers. The truth be told, these are conditions that have existed since the beginning of time – since the first sin in the garden of Eden, when Adam and Eve decided that they were wiser than God, and bit into the forbidden fruit (see Genesis 3). By Noah’s day, in fact, God could already see “that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” [Genesis 6:5].  
How did things get so bad? Men “exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator” [Romans 1:25].
You will notice that when men choose to forget about God, that does not mean that they stop worshipping. Paul says they simply “worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator”. The Bible is very clear that when men leave God they always seek another to worship, whether themselves or some other “god”.  
When Joshua delivered his famous ultimatum to the Jewish people in Shechem, he said, “And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve (worship, cdb), whether the gods which your fathers served…or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD” [Joshua 24:15]. Jesus told the same Jewish nation centuries later, “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and mammon” [Matthew 6:24]. And Paul told the Roman disciples, “Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slave whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?” [Romans 6:16] In all of these cases, there is always an object of worship (service), a clear choice between God and some other, whether self, false gods, mammon (money), or sin in general. There is never the option to do nothing – because man is a creature and will worship by nature.

The importance of what this all means for us cannot be stressed enough – any move away from God is a move toward idolatry! We tend to think of idolatry as an obvious use of external objects of worship – statues, artifacts, etc. – but in truth it is idola-try that is the root be-hind all rebellion and sin in turn-ing from God! Whenever we sin, we are quite simply telling God that we have made a choice to put something else in the place of what He would have us do. In so doing, we must naturally remove God from the throne that should be His alone.

If we look back over all of Bible history, in fact, we will see that God has always been aware of and warned His people against the temptation of falling into idolatry. When He first gave His commands to His people Israel, He said, “I am the Lord your God… You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourself a carved image… You shall not bow down to them nor serve them…” [Exodus 20:2-5]. Even with that explicit warning, it was idolatry that plagued fledgling Israel, and they bowed down before the golden calf even at the very time that Moses was on Mount Sinai receiving the Law! (see Exodus 32). And it was idolatry that was at the root of the apostasy of both Israel and Judah, and which led them into captivity.

When Jesus was asked which was the great commandment of the Law, He responded by quoting Deuteronomy 6:5: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind” [Matthew 22:37].  His response gives us the clue that is needed to combat the problem of idolatry. As we have seen, men end up falling into idolatry because they reject the knowledge of God, though He has clearly placed Himself before them. When God has been rejected, there is an empty place that must be filled – a vacuum – and men will fill it with their new “god”. In order to keep this from happening, then, God must be the focal point of our lives. He must be the One to whom our hearts, souls and minds are tuned, even when they are occupied in the tasks of day-to-day. 
In practical terms, this means that God must be the Lord (the master) of our lives. We must not allow even the blessings of God to become the central focus of our lives – our families, our work, even our religious lives must all revolve around Him as the central figure. Too often, we place these things ahead of God, and then we are already taking steps in the direction of idolatry.

We must not exchange the truth of God for the lie, but God must be the supreme truth at the center of our lives.
If we can help you to turn “to God from idols to serve the living and true God” (see 2 Thessalonians 1:9), won’t you please come study the Bible with us or call so that we may come study the Bible with you? 
   -- Carl D. Ballard  
[carldballard@gmail.com]
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Please join us for:
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